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Proposal For Thesis Research


I submit for approval the following description of my thesis project for the Master of Sciences Degree in Biology.

1.  Tentative title:

On attached sheets present concise statements covering the following:

(Further instructions appear on the back of this sheet)

2.  Objectives:

3.  Present status of the question:  (Summarize the previous research in this information area, pointing to any gaps which your study may help to fill.  Document your summary with definite citations.)

4.  Procedure:  (Indicate clearly the steps to be taken in gathering and analyzing data needed to accomplish your objectives.)

5.  This proposal includes..............attached sheets.
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 Chair, Department of Biology
Guide for Writing Thesis Proposals


For more detailed instructions regarding thesis proposals, the candidate is referred to the chair of the his or her advisory committee and/or committee members.  The following notes are intended as a quick reference to answer general questions.

1. Tentative title.  This should state clearly the nature of the proposed research, but should be as brief as possible within this limitation.

2. Objectives.  Make a clear, concise statement of the objectives of the proposed research.

3. Present status of the question.  State the nature of the problem clearly and specifically.  Summarize the pertinent previous research in this field, showing relation of the material cited to your problem.


Document your summary with citations of the literature. This need not be a complete bibliography, but should indicate that the state of knowledge in the proposed field has been surveyed.  The references should state author, journal, volume, and page, and should be consistent in form with the leading scientific journals in the field.


The review should provide a general basis to use in evaluating the proposed research.

4. Proposed procedure.  State the nature of the contribution you hope to make and the steps to be taken in order, insofar as possible.  The statement should indicate that the broad nature of the procedure has been thought out carefully.  State the nature of the data you will seek and the procedure to be employed, whether experimental, statistical, and or calculative.


The thesis proposal should state clearly but briefly why the research is to be done and how it is to be done, and should indicate that an attempt will be made to explain the results in terms of fundamentals.


If your proposed research is only a part of a larger project being sponsored and directed by others, state clearly what your responsibilities will be in planning and carrying out the procedure proposed and in analyzing and interpreting the results of your investigations.

