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Course Description & Object

As an introductory course in International Relations, this course introduces students to basic
and fundamental concepts and theories to systemically understand phenomena in the
international arena. We will mainly discuss why things (or events) happen in a general
(theoretical) framework rather than summarize what things happened (this course is a political
science course, NOT a world history course).

The primary goals of this course are: 1) to help students to acquire a theoretical understanding
of international relations; 2) to provide students with intellectual preparation to take upper-
division courses in International Relations; 3) to provide students with a chance to become
familiar with scientific methods of inquiry widely used in the study of international relations.
Therefore, at the end of the semester, students will gain a theoretical tool to comprehend
international politics and will understand why the study of IR is a science.

To accomplish these goals, this course mainly consists of three parts. We start with an explicit
discussion on theory and science: what is a theory and why we need it? Then, we move to
specific theories explaining various international phenomena. Lastly, we deal with specific
applications of the theories.

Textbook

Russett, Bruce, Harvey Starr, and David Kinsella. 2006. World Politics: The Menu for Choice
(8th edition), Thomson Wadsworth.

* Additional readings can be assigned and will be distributed, if needed.






