COMM 5344: SEMINAR IN MEDIA ECOLOGY
7-Week Seminar Schedule (Beginning March 2)

Module 1 - March 2
Orientation & Foundations of Media Ecology
Topic: Orientation to Media Ecology
Readings / Media

e Video: “How Wolves Change Rivers”

e OptionalVideo: Carpenter, “Oh, What a Blow...” (in Canvas)
Assignments/Discussions

e Ecological Change and New Media

e Medialogs

Week 2-March9-14

SPRING BREAK

Module 2 - March 16
Sizzle and Substance/Defining the Unseen: Media Ecology Definitions and Themes
Topics
e Definitions of Media Ecology
e Themesin Media Ecology
Readings / Media
e (Optional): American Roads (38-minute video): identify media ecology themes
e Cali, Mapping Media Ecology, Chapters 1 and 2
Assignments/Discussions
e  “You’re the Expert”

o “Navigating the News”



Module 3 - March 23
The Founders’ Gallery: Canonical Figures in Media Ecology
Topics
e Mapping Marshall McLuhan
Readings
e Cali, MME, Chapters 4
Assignments

e Tetradic Analysis

Module 4 - March 30
Beyond McLuhan: Other Trailblazers in Media Ecology
Topics:

.
Readings / Media

e Cali, MME, Chapters 5-11

e Primary work of assigned theorist
Assignments/Discussions

e “Heuristic Lens”: Heuristic Analysis of a Social Media Influencer”

Module 5-April 6
Dystopia's Anti-Environment: Awakening from the Digital Daze
Topics

e Environment and Anti-Environment in Media Ecology

Readings:



e Cali “Lecture on Anti-Environment”
e Film, “The Machine Stops” (in Canvas)

e Documentary: Space Times Square (in Canvas Studio; also available at:
https://vimeo.com/33872812)

Assignments/Discussions

e Analyzing Dystopian Films through Media Ecology Theories

Module 6 - April 13
Unplugged: Navigating the Dilemma of Social Media and Al
Topics
e Media Ecology and Social Media
e Media Ecology and Artificial Intelligence
Readings:

e Netflix’s “The Social Dilemma” (accessed in your Netflix account or on Rumble
here: https://rumble.com/v6zv268-the-social-dilemma-2020.html

e Podcasts: Your Undivided Attention" on major podcast platforms
like Apple Podcasts, Spotify, and YouTube. It is also available through the Center for
Humane Technology's website and is part of the TED Audio Collective

Assignments

e Clicks & Consequences: Unpacking “The Social Dilemma” and “Your Undivided At

Module 7 - April 20
Burnout and Beyond: Exploring Society through Media Ecology
Topics
e Media Ecology on Burnout
e Media Ecology on Amusement
Readings

e Byung-Chul Han, The Burnout Society


https://vimeo.com/33872812
https://rumble.com/v6zv268-the-social-dilemma-2020.html
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpodcasts.apple.com%2Fus%2Fpodcast%2Fyour-undivided-attention%2Fid1460030305&data=05%7C02%7CLyn.Cook%40risepoint.com%7C78b139b5edb44d9cc6c508de53a41dc1%7C8720e8557e2849ffa1a78d5e66b5659e%7C0%7C0%7C639040161903839969%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5Dh7F9R85bwVdIds%2Bfqg9%2FuG%2Fd49mE6uMtuZ2DEVBGk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fopen.spotify.com%2Fshow%2F4KI3PtZaWJbAWK89vgttoU&data=05%7C02%7CLyn.Cook%40risepoint.com%7C78b139b5edb44d9cc6c508de53a41dc1%7C8720e8557e2849ffa1a78d5e66b5659e%7C0%7C0%7C639040161903907789%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QZzQXrUK20VDtzW2xHYDD6u4nHVDvWhm%2BAbKXUGzTpE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fplaylist%3Flist%3DPL3Pb2mJQGJV7TWAs2A4vl4hjgtWCLsDwd&data=05%7C02%7CLyn.Cook%40risepoint.com%7C78b139b5edb44d9cc6c508de53a41dc1%7C8720e8557e2849ffa1a78d5e66b5659e%7C0%7C0%7C639040161903952163%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yb%2BUCAMmTKQ3UGplsHemM1fZilTMTvsvreKE7FlW1l4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.humanetech.com%2Fpodcast&data=05%7C02%7CLyn.Cook%40risepoint.com%7C78b139b5edb44d9cc6c508de53a41dc1%7C8720e8557e2849ffa1a78d5e66b5659e%7C0%7C0%7C639040161903975011%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E3ixAsyUWH3Zub4WBGzVFrDGZesRUpjceNRmgaVocqM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.humanetech.com%2Fpodcast&data=05%7C02%7CLyn.Cook%40risepoint.com%7C78b139b5edb44d9cc6c508de53a41dc1%7C8720e8557e2849ffa1a78d5e66b5659e%7C0%7C0%7C639040161903975011%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E3ixAsyUWH3Zub4WBGzVFrDGZesRUpjceNRmgaVocqM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ted.com%2Fpages%2Fyour-undivided-attention&data=05%7C02%7CLyn.Cook%40risepoint.com%7C78b139b5edb44d9cc6c508de53a41dc1%7C8720e8557e2849ffa1a78d5e66b5659e%7C0%7C0%7C639040161903989432%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TvnIHV%2BhSxY1G4sOXnINW09JigDrkTGyRH0ROVo0VSQ%3D&reserved=0

¢ Neil Postman, Amusing Ourselves to Death
Assignments

¢ Amusement and Burnout Decoded: Reflections on Media, Society and Media
Ecology



