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Academic Record 

 

Ph.D., Political Science, University of California, Riverside, 1990 

M.A., Political Science, University of California, Riverside, 1987 

B.A., Political Science/French, Weber State College, 1985 (Summa Cum Laude) 

 

Academic Appointments 

 

Chair, Department of Political Science, The University of Texas at Tyler, Tyler, Texas, 2023-

Present. 

Chair, Department of Political Science and History, The University of Texas at Tyler, Tyler, 

Texas, 2011-2023. 

Chair, Department of Political Science, The University of Texas at Tyler, Tyler, Texas, 2007-

2011. 

Professor of Political Science, The University of Texas at Tyler, Tyler, Texas, 2015-Present. 

Associate Professor of Political Science, The University of Texas at Tyler, Tyler, Texas, 1996-

2015. 

Assistant Professor of Political Science, The University of Texas at Tyler, Tyler, Texas, 1992-

1996. 

Visiting Assistant Professor, The University of Texas at Tyler, Tyler, Texas, 1990-1992.  

Visiting Instructor, Weber State University, Ogden, Utah, 1989-1990.   

Associate in Political Science, University of California, Riverside, California, Summer 1989.   

Instructor, Fullerton College, Fullerton, California, Fall 1988. 

Teaching Assistant, University of California, Riverside, California, 1986-1988. 

 

Research and Teaching Fields 

 

Comparative Politics (Europe, Russia, Central Asia) 

International Relations (Conflict, International Organizations, International Law) 

American Government (Voting Behavior, Elections, Political Parties) 

 

Publications 
 

Books: 

 



First Ladies for Dummies. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, Inc, 2021. 

 

Political Science for Dummies. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, Inc, 2020. 

 

U.S. Presidents for Dummies. 2nd ed. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, Inc, 2020. 

 

The Quest for Power: World Politics in the 21st Century. San Diego, CA: National Social 

Science Press, 2011. 

 

The Dependent Ally - German Foreign Policy 1949-1990. 2nd ed. San Francisco and 

London: International Scholars Publications, 1996. 

 

Co-authored Books: 

 

Uncovering Texas Politics in the 21st Century. Tyler, TX: UT Tyler Press, 2020. 

 

Open to Debate: An Introduction to U.S. Government and Politics. 4th ed. San Diego, CA: 

National Social Science Press, 2015. 

 

American Government Examined: A Reader.   San Diego, CA: National Social Science Press, 

2005. 

 

Book Chapters (peer-reviewed): 

 

“Fascism” in World Democracy-From Ancient Times To The People’s Revolutions of 

the 21th Century. Armonk, New York: M.E Sharpe, Forthcoming. 

 

“George W. Bush and the Terrorist Attack on September 11, 2001” in American Words of 

Freedom. New York, NY: Wiley & Sons, 2001. 

 

“Konrad Adenauer” in Political Leaders of Contemporary Western Europe. Westport, 

Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1995. 

 

Articles (peer-reviewed): 

 

“The End of Germany: The Impact of Muslim Migration.” 

National Social Science Journal. Volume 49#2, 2018. 
 

“Jobbik-The Rise of the Extreme Right in Hungary.” 

National Social Science Journal. Volume 39#2, 2013. 

 

Politics and Public Opinion in Ukraine Fifteen Years after Independence. 

National Social Science Journal. Volume 29#2, 2008. 

 

The Future of the Textbook: A Study of Student Reactions to the Homebook and 

Traditional Textbook (with Davor Jedlicka, Ph.D.) 

National Social Science Journal. Volume 25#2, 2006. 

http://www.nsspress.com/braunwarth_reader/sections.htm


 

The Man from Bavaria: Edmund Stoiber and the 2002 German Parliamentary Elections. 

National Social Science Journal. Volume 21#2, 2004. 

 

Ukraine at the Crossroads. National Social Science Journal. Volume 13#2, 2000. 

 

A Challenge to Traditional Voting Behavior Theories (with Daniel Cochrane, A.B.D). 

National Social Science Journal. Volume 12#2, 1998. 

 

Technical Editor for: 

 

CliffsAP European History. 2nd edition, New York, NY: Wiley & Sons, 2010. 

 

CliffsTestPrep Regents Global History and Geography Workbook. 

New York, NY: Wiley & Sons, 2008. 

 

CliffsAP European History. New York, NY: Wiley & Sons, 2003. 

 

CliffsAP U.S. Government and Politics. New York, NY: Wiley & Sons, 2002. 

 

Book Reviews: 

 

The Challenge of Democracy. Janda, Berry, Goldman and Hula, 5th edition (brief). New 

York, NY: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2004. 

 

External Evaluator: 

 

Comparative Politics: Integrating Theories, Methods, and Cases.  Dickovick, Tyler J. and 

Eastwood, Jonathan. New York, Oxford University Press, 2013. 

 

Conference Activity: 

 

“Succeeding in Italy-The Case of Italian Prime Minister Georgia Meloni.” 

Paper presented at the 2025 National Social Science Association Meeting (with Jill Carter, 

M.A.). 

 

“Right Populism in Europe-The Case of France.” 

Paper presented at the 2024 National Social Science Association Meeting (with Jill Carter, 

M.A.). 

 

“Right Populism in Europe-The Case of Italy.” 

Paper presented at the 2023 National Social Science Association Meeting (with Jill Carter, 

M.A.). 
 



“The Populist Right and The Future of The European Union.” 

Paper presented at the 2019 International Academic Conference for Business (with Jill Carter, 

M.A.). 

 

“The Austrian Freedom Party-Extreme Right or Mainstream Conservative?” 

Paper presented at the 2019 National Social Science Association Meeting. 

 

“The Populist Right in Germany and the Future of the European Union.” 

Paper presented at the 2018 International Academic Conference for Business. 

 

“The Rise of the Populist Right in Germany.” 

Paper presented at the 2018 National Social Science Association Meeting. 

 

“Recent Migration to Germany: Economic Salvation or Societal Destruction?”  

Paper presented at the 2017 International Academic Conference for Business. 

 

“The End of Germany: The Impact of Muslim Migration on Germany.” 

Paper presented at the 2017 National Social Science Association Meeting. 

 

“Europe and the Necessity of Migration.” 

Paper presented at the 20th Annual American Association of Behavioral and Social Sciences 

(AABSS) Conference in 2017.  
 

“Migration in the 21st Century.” 

Paper presented at the 2016 International Academic Conference for Business. 

 

“Marine Le Pen-The First Female French President?” 

Paper presented at the 2015 National Social Science Association Meeting. 
 

“The Austrian Freedom Party-The Future of the Extreme Right in Europe.” 

Paper presented at the 2014 National Social Science Association Meeting. 

 

“The French National Front: The Future for France.” 

Paper presented in February 2014, at the 17th Annual American Association of Behavioral and 

Social Sciences (AABSS) Conference.  

“Women and the Extreme Right: The National Front in France.”                                     

Paper presented at the 2013 National Social Science Association Meeting. 

“The Rise of the Extreme Right-A Comparative Analysis of Two Extreme Right Parties in 

Eastern Europe.” 

Paper presented at the 2012 National Social Science Association Meeting. 

 

“The Rise of the Right-the Impact of Muslim Migration on European Electoral Politics.” 

Paper presented at the 2011 National Social Science Association Meeting. 
 

“Ukraine in Turmoil.” 

Paper presented at the 2008 National Social Science Association Meeting. 



 

“Politics and Public Opinion in Ukraine Fifteen Years after Independence.”  

Paper presented at the 2007 National Social Science Association Meeting. 

 

“The Impact of Presidential Doctrines on American Foreign Policy.” 

Paper presented at the 2006 National Social Science Association Meeting. 

 

“The Future of the Textbook: A Study of Student Reactions to the Homebook and 

Traditional Textbook.” Paper presented at the 2005 National Social Science Association 

Meeting (with Davor Jedlicka, Ph.D.). 

 

“Eastern Europe: Fifteen Years after Liberation.” 

Paper presented at the 2004 National Social Science Association Meeting. 

 

“A Country Divided: Voting Behavior in Germany since Unification.” 

Paper presented at the 2003 National Social Science Association Meeting. 
 

“The Man from Bavaria: Edmund Stoiber and the 2002 German Parliamentary Elections.” 

Paper presented at the Fall 2002 National Social Science Association Meeting. 

 

“The Power of Speech: Presidential Addresses, the Media and the American Public.” 

Paper presented at the 2002 National Social Science Association Meeting. 

 

“The Legacy of History: Public Opinion and Democracy in Ukraine.” 

Paper presented at the 2000 National Social Science Association Meeting. 

  

“The Beginning of the End-The Ongoing Economic Crisis in Ukraine.” 

Paper presented at the 2000 Southwestern Political Science Association Conference. 

 

“The Sick Man of Europe-The Political and Economic Crisis in Ukraine.” 

Paper presented at the 1999 Southwestern Political Science Association Conference. 

 

“Ukraine at the Crossroads.” 

Paper presented at the 1998 National Social Science Association Meeting. 

 

“Voting Behavior in Post-Communist Eastern Europe.” 

Paper presented at the 1998 Southwestern Political Science Association Conference. 

 

“A Challenge to Traditional Voting Behavior Theories.” 

Paper presented at the 1997 National Social Science Association Meeting (with Daniel 

Cochrane, A.B.D.). 

 

“The Beginning of the End: The Collapse of the Extreme Right in the 1994 German 

Parliamentary Elections.” 

Paper presented at the 1996 Southwestern Political Science Association Conference. 

 

“Continuity or Change: An Analysis of the 1994 German Parliamentary Elections.” 



Paper presented at the 1995 European Studies Conference. 

 

“The German Republican Party: Threat to Democracy or Just Another Interest Group.” 

Paper presented at the 1994 Southwestern Political Science Association Conference. 

 

 

 

Courses taught at the University of Texas at Tyler 

   

Undergraduate courses taught: 

POLS 2305-Introductory American Government 

POLS 2306-Introductory Texas Politics 

POLS 3300-United States Constitutional Development 

POLS 3330-Political Parties 

POLS 3335-American Campaign Politics 

POLS 3370-Comparative Analysis 

POLS 3372-The Politics of Russia and the CIS 

POLS 3375-European Political Systems 

POLS 3380-Politics of Latin America 

POLS 3385-Politics of Central/Eastern Europe 

 

POLS 3390-International Political Economy 

POLS 4310-International Conflict 

POLS 4315-Model United Nations 

POLS 4352-Political Attitudes and Behavior 

               

POLS 4396-Political Research and Methodology 

 

POLS 4197-Political Research and Methodology Laboratory 

 

Graduate courses taught: 

 

POLS 5310-Seminar in Political Science 



 

POLS 5311-Seminar in American Government 

 

POLS 5320-Topics in American Government: 

(1) Campaigns and Elections 

(2) Public Opinion and Propaganda 

 

POLS 5330-Topics in Comparative Government:         

(1) Central and Eastern Europe 

(2) Russia and the CIS 

(3) Europe in the 21st Century 

(4) Latin America in the 21st Century 

 

POLS 5331-Seminar in Comparative Politics 

 

POLS 5341-Seminar in International Relations 

 

POLS 5345-Topics in International Relations 

(1) International Political Economy 

(2) International Law 

(3) The United Nations in the 21st Century 

 

Teaching Awards and Nominations 

The National Society of Leadership and Success Excellence in Teaching Award, Spring 2017 

The University of Texas at Tyler 

 

Nominee for the White Fellowship Teaching Award, Spring 2008 

The University of Texas at Tyler 

 

Alpha Chi Outstanding Faculty Award for 2002/2003 

The University of Texas at Tyler 

 

Nominee for the UT-Tyler Piper Foundation Teaching Award, Spring 2000 

The University of Texas at Tyler 

 

Nominee for the Chancellors Council Teaching Award, Spring 2000 

The University of Texas at Tyler 

 

Recipient of the School of Liberal Arts Minnie Stevens-Piper Teaching Award, Fall 1994 

The University of Texas at Tyler 

 

Alpha Chi Outstanding Faculty Award for 1993/1994 

University of Texas at Tyler 

 

Master Teacher of the Year Nominee, Spring 1990 



Weber State University  

            

Experience as Academic Advisor 

 

Political Science Undergraduate Advisor since Fall of 1991 

 

Political Science Graduate Advisor from Spring of 1999 to Fall 2000 

 

Pre-Law Advisor from Fall of 1993 to Summer of 1995 

 

Sponsor for the Political Science Honor Society (Pi Sigma Alpha) from 1991 until 2004 

 

Sponsor for the Tyler Collegiate Model United Nations Club from 2007 until 2010 

 

 

Language Competency 
 

German, French, and Latin. 

 

Membership in Professional Organizations 

 

American Political Science Association 

 

National Social Science Association 

  

Pi Sigma Alpha (National Political Science Honor Society) 

 

Pi Gamma Mu (International Social Science Honor Society) 

 

Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society (Scholastic Honor Society) 

 

Select University Activities 

 

Chair, Department of Political Science, 2023-Present. 

 

Chair, Department of Political Science and History, 2011-2023. 

 

Chair, Department of Political Science, 2007-2011. 

                                          

Acting Chair, Department of Social Sciences, Summer 1997, 2000, 2002, 2004, 2005 and 2006. 

 

Coordinator for the Discipline of Political Science Fall of 1991 to Summer 2007. 

 

Member of the Search Committee for the position of Vice-President of Academic Affairs 

(Provost) in 2011/2012. 

 

Member of the Search Committee for the position of Vice-President of Academic Affairs 



(Provost) in 2000/2001. 

 

Chair of the Search Committee for Chair of the Department of Chemistry, 2010/2011. 

 

Chair of the College of Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee, 2001-2002. 

 

Member of the College of Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee, 1997-2000. 

 

Chair of the Faculty Affairs Committee, 1995-1996. 

 

Member of the Faculty Affairs Committee, 1996-2003 and 2005-2007. 

 

Member of the College of Arts and Science Tenure and Promotion Committee,  

1996-2003. 

 

Member of the University Council, 2018-Present. 

 

Member of the University Chairs Council, 2013-Present. 

 

Member of the College of Arts and Sciences Chairs Council, 2007-Present. 

 

Member of the Undergraduate Council, 2015-2017. 

 

Member of the Core Curriculum Committee, 2007-Present. 

 

Member of the College of Arts and Sciences Advising Committee, 1996-2007. 

 

Junior Senator for the School of Liberal Arts-Fall of 1994 to Spring of 1995. 

 

Senior Senator for the School of Liberal Arts-Fall of 1995 to Spring of 1996. 

 

Member of the Faculty Senate Subcommittee on Post-Tenure Review, 1996-1997. 

 

Member of the Faculty Senate Subcommittee on Salary Issues, 1996-1997. 

 

Member of the Committee of Full Professors reviewing applications for promotion to Full 

Professor for Dr. Kenneth Wink, Dr. Rick Helfers, Dr. Brent Yergensen, and Dr. Tom Guderjan. 

 

Member of the Department of Social Science tenure and promotion committee for Dr. Louis 

Gauthier and Dr. Marco Castanada in the discipline of Economics and Dr. Richard Helfers in the 

discipline of Criminal Justice. 

 

Conducted third year reviews for the following faculty: Dr. Robert Sterken, Dr. Larry Carter, Dr. 

John R. LeBlanc, Dr. Courtney Cullison, Dr. Rachel Bzostek, Dr. Amentahru Wahlrab, Dr. Mark 

Owens and Dr. Kenneth Bryant in Political Science as well as Dr. Matthew Stith, Dr. Colin 

Snider, Dr. Mickie Koster and Dr. Amanda Link in History. 



 

Conducted post-tenure reviews on: Dr. John R. LeBlanc and Dr. Robert Sterken in Political 

Science, Dr. Edward Tabri, Dr. Patricia Gajda, Dr. Mickie Koster, and Dr. Mary Linehan in 

History, Dr. Barbara Hart in Criminal Justice, Dr. Thomas Guderjan in Anthropology, Dr. 

Sheldon Davis in Mathematics and Dr. Catherine Ross in Literature and Languages. 

 

Conducted post-tenure review on Dr. Kenneth Wink, Associate Dean, College of Arts and 

Sciences. 

 

Member of the third-year review committee for Dr. Charles Walts in the discipline of Speech 

Communication, Dr. Rachel Head in the discipline of Sociology, and Dr. Louis Gauthier and Dr. 

Marco Castanada in the discipline of Economics. 

 

Member of the Texas Coordinating Board's Group on Learning Objectives-Government.  

The committee was tasked to establish common learning objectives for two core classes in 

Government, POLS 2305-American Government and 2306-Texas Government, throughout the 

state of Texas. 

 

Member of the first class of faculty to be a part of the PATSS program, Summer 2013. The 

PATSS program involved extensive training in the creation of online and hybrid courses.  

 

Established the award-winning Model United Nations program at UT Tyler in 2006/2007. The 

program has become one of the most successful programs in Texas, winning awards at both the 

national and international level. 

 

Completed all Master Advisor Training Modules and received the title Master Advisor in the 

Summer of 2013.  

Assistant Director for the US-Ukraine Community Partnerships for Training and                 

Education Program 1996-1998. The project, funded by USAID, was designed to train local 

Ukrainian bureaucrats in modern, democratic public administration techniques. 

 

Select Community Activities 

 

President of the East Texas Council on World Affairs (1996-1998), a nonprofit organization, 

which provides local community leaders with an opportunity to meet with  distinguished 

international speakers. 

 

Treasurer of the East Texas Council on World Affairs 1998-1999. 

 

Member of the Board of the East Texas Council on World Affairs 1994-1999. 

 

Frequently appear on local television and radio. Topics have included local and national 

elections, NAFTA, the collapse of the Soviet Union, the Russian annexation of the Crimea and 

the conflict in Ukraine. 

 

Served on the advisory board of two local schools trying to implement international          



studies’ programs.  

 

Speaker for community organizations such as the Rotary Club and the League of Women Voters, 

as well as local High Schools such as Tyler Legacy and Brook Hill. 

 

Speaker for the Great Decisions lecture series, sponsored by the American Association of 

University Women (AAUW), since its inception in the late 1990’s. Topics have included: 

 

The Rise of Populism in Europe. Great Decisions Lecture-sponsored by the American 

Association of University Women. Spring 2019. 

 

Russia’s Foreign Policy. Great Decisions Lecture-sponsored by the American Association of 

University Women. Spring 2018. 

 

The Future of Europe. Great Decisions Lecture-sponsored by the American Association of 

University Women. Spring 2017. 

 

Russia and the Near Abroad. Great Decisions Lecture-sponsored by the American Association 

of University Women. Spring 2015. 

 

Future of the Euro. Great Decisions Lecture-sponsored by the American Association of 

University Women. Spring 2013. 

 

Promoting Democracy. Great Decisions Lecture-sponsored by the American Association of 

University Women. Spring 2012. 

 

Germany Ascendant. Great Decisions Lecture-sponsored by the American Association of 

University Women. Spring 2011. 

 

Russia and its Neighbors. Great Decisions Lecture-sponsored by the American Association of 

University Women. Spring 2010. 

 

The U.S. and Rising Powers. Great Decisions Lecture-sponsored by the American Association 

of University Women. Spring 2009. 

 

European Integration: Looking Ahead-European Union at 50. Great Decisions Lecture-

sponsored by the American Association of University Women. Spring 2008. 

 

Russia and Putinism. Great Decisions Lecture-sponsored by the American Association of 

University Women. Spring 2008. 

 

Central Asia-Three Power Resource Rivalry. Great Decisions Lecture-sponsored by the 

American Association of University Women. Spring 2007. 

 

Brazil-Invented Pasts and Hoped-for Futures. Great Decisions Lecture-sponsored by the 

American Association of University Women. Spring 2006. 



 

Putin’s Second Term-A Scorecard for Russia. Great Decisions Lecture-sponsored by the 

American Association of University Women. Spring 2005. 

 

Europe Today. Great Decisions Lecture-sponsored by the American Association of University 

Women. Spring 2004. 

 

The Future of the Russian Republic. Great Decisions Lecture-sponsored by the American 

Association of University Women. Spring 2003. 

 

Europe-State of the Union. Great Decisions Lecture-sponsored by the American Association of 

University Women. Spring 2003. 

 

Russia Reexamined. Great Decisions Lecture-sponsored by the American Association of 

University Women. Spring 2002. 

 

European Integration. Great Decisions Lecture-sponsored by the American Association of 

University Women. Spring 2001. 

 

Russia-A Report Card on Survival. Great Decisions Lecture-sponsored by the American 

Association of University Women. Spring 2000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


