
How to apply for my
Standard

Texas Teaching Certificate



Open the TEA webpage and click on “ECOS for Educators” .  



After you have signed in to TEAL, 





4. Now click on………..





Welcome Brad Pitt
TEA ID Number 123456



Welcome Brad Pitt
TEA ID Number 123456



I, Brad Pitt, do hereby agree, consent and direct that any person or entity maintaining information in any form relating to m y 
criminal history shall release all such information upon the request of the Texas Education Agency.



See next slide for dropdown box 











Welcome Brad Pitt
TEA ID Number 123456







http://tea.texas.gov/Texas_Educators/Certification/Fingerprinting/



Fingerprinting
 http://tea.texas.gov/Texas_Educators/Certification/Fingerprinting/

• How do I get fingerprinted?

– If you are subject to fingerprinting, when you are 
paying for your certificate and fingerprinting, a 
screen comes up to make a selection of 
fingerprinting method.  You will get an email with 
a FAST PASS that you use for making your 
appointment with MorphoTrust USA .



Fingerprinting
http://tea.texas.gov/index2.aspx?id=5844 

• Who has to get fingerprinted?

– All applicants for initial certification must be 
fingerprinted and undergo a national criminal 
background check by the FBI.

http://tea.texas.gov/index2.aspx?id=5844


Fingerprinting FAQs
http://tea.texas.gov/Texas_Educators/Certification/Fingerprinting/ 

• Where do I get fingerprinted?
– The DPS has contracted with MorphoTrust (formerly 

known as L-1 Identity) for digital fingerprinting, and all 
applicants are encouraged to use this company.  The 
current fingerprinting fee can be found at the State’s 
website: http://tea.texas.gov/index2.aspx?id=5844.   There 
is also a fee paid to MorphoTrust--$9.95.

• Locations may be found at 
http://www.l1enrollment.com/locations/?st=tx.

http://tea.texas.gov/Texas_Educators/Certification/Fingerprinting/
http://tea.texas.gov/index2.aspx?id=5844
http://www.l1enrollment.com/locations/?st=tx


Fingerprinting FAQs
http://tea.texas.gov/index2.aspx?id=5844 

http://tea.texas.gov/index2.aspx?id=5844


Should I Be Fingerprinted Again?
• If an educator candidate has completed the digital process using a FAST Fingerprint 

Pass while seeking a position with a school district, then the candidate only need 
pay for the certification application, even though the TEA system may indicate 
he/she still needs to complete the fingerprinting process.

• The candidate will apply for certification, pay the application fee of $77; then wait 
for the process to complete.  The fingerprinting information should transfer to the 
educator’s account if it was completed through L-1 (MorphoTrust USA,) in order to 
become employed by a school district.

• In summation:
If a candidate is unsure if the fingerprint process has been completed, he/she may contact TEA at 
(512) 936-8400, Select Option*3 and ask a TEA attendant to look up the educator record using a 
personal ID number.  The attendant can confirm if fingerprinting for TEA has been completed.

• NOTE:
If a student unnecessarily pays the fee for fingerprinting and needs to request a refund he/she may 
contact TEA at (512) 936-8400, Select Option*3 to verify that his/her completed fingerprints will 
transfer.  Or the candidate may contact TEA at 
http://tea.texas.gov/Texas_Educators/Certification/Fingerprinting/Contact_Fingerprinting/.  In the 
text box indicate that you paid for the fingerprinting in error and would like the appropriate 
amount to be refunded back to their payment card.

http://tea.texas.gov/Texas_Educators/Certification/Fingerprinting/Contact_Fingerprinting/


Remember…

Those who can,        

Those who can do more,
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