MONTHLY SAFETY BLAST

LOOK UP...AND DOWN

POWER AND GAS LINES ARE ALL AROUND

Overhead power lines and underground gas and electric lines often share space with farms,
ranches and logging sites. Serious and even fatal accidents can occur when workers and the
equipment they operate make contact with these utility lines.

Consider the following six safety tips to avoid a serious incident:

LOOK UP! Always look up for overhead power lines before
beginning any activity.

Follow 10-foot rule. Keep everything—you, the tools and
materials you are handling, and the equipment you are
operating—as far away as possible from all overhead power
lines and never come closer than 10 feet. Any contact with
wires by branches, pipes or equipment can be fatal.

Call 811 before you dig. Always know what’s below before digging in the ground or you run
the risk of breaking an underground gas or electric line. Every three minutes nationwide, an
underground utility line is damaged during a digging project. So it is important for projects big
and small to call 811 before you dig to have professional locators mark the approximate loca-
tions of underground lines with flags, chalk-based spray paint or both.

Irrigate with care. Do not spray water on overhead power lines, electrical equipment or elec-
trical structures. Doing so can damage equipment, and a stream of water hitting a power line
can create a path for electricity to travel back to you.

Use caution when moving equipment. Never stand an irrigation pipe on its end near a pow-
er line. Always lower grain augers and other crop handling and tillage equipment before mov-
ing them anywhere near power lines. Never store materials directly underneath or adjacent to
power lines. Beware of hooking guy wires when moving equipment.

If you make any kind of contact with electric or gas lines, always call your service provider
and stay away from damaged equipment until help arrives. Even if you don’t bring a structure
or wire down, you might have weakened the structure or created a hazardous situation.

Source: Pacific Gas & Electric Company

Additional Resources:

Power Line Safety Facts & Myths: http://www.powerlinesafety.info/RightPanel-001.php

OSHA Overhead Power Lines-Don't Get Zapped: http://www.osha.gov/Region7/overheadpowerlines/
What is 811 and how does it work?: http://www.call811.com/

Southwest Center for Agricultural Phone: 903-877-5998
Health, Injury Prevention & Education Fax: 903-877-7014
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