


DATE:

WHO SHOULD ATTEND: 
Nurses 
Advanced Practice Nurses
Health Professions Faculty & Students 
Occupational Therapists
Physical Therapists
Respiratory Therapists
Pharmacists
Social Workers
Physicians
Residents

 LOCATION: 

Monday, October 15-
Thursday, October 18

UT Tyler Campus
The Ben and Maytee Fisch College of  Pharmacy
3900 University Blvd. Tyler, Texas 75799 (Bldg. WTB)

 DETAILS: This four-day pre-conference is 
  designed to provide the foundation for approaching 
  clinical problems from an EBP perspective.  

COST: $1,300
Benefits: Hotel, based on double
occupancy, lunch and dinners, 
workshop, and awards. The 
pre-conference will conclude with 
the 4th Annual Interprofessional
Evidence-Based Practice
Conference on Friday, 19 October, 
2018. 



Pre-Conference Objectives:

• Define evidence-based practice (EBP) and related concepts
• Identify the 7 steps involved in the EBP process
• Apply the EBP process to a clinical problem
• Design an EBP project to address a clinical problem
• Develop skills to implement the EBP process within the scope of  your professional role
  and responsibilities

The Pre-Conference will be delivered via team-based learning. 

Participants will:

• Be responsible for pre-session reading, viewing videos
• Engage in interactive learning sessions
• Participate in the EBP process within small interprofessional teams to:
 • Identify a clinical problem
 • Develop a PICOT question
 • Gather and appraise pertinent literature to learn what is known
 • Develop an evidence-based plan that might be initiated at their institution to 
     address the clinical issue.



MONDAY - UT Tyler Campus: WTB 234 TUESDAY - WTB 234

WEDNESDAY - WTB 234 THURSDAY - WTB 234

PRE-CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

9:00-10:00   Welcome!    
10:00-10:15  Break
10:15-12:00  EBP Basics
12:00-1:30  Lunch provided
1:30-3:00   Clinical Application

9:00-10:30   PICOT
10:30-10:45  Break
10:45-12:00  Finding the Evidence
12:00-1:30  Lunch provided
1:30-3:00   Exploring the Evidence

9:00-12:00   Appraising and Evaluating
    the Evidence
12:00-1:30  Lunch provided
1:30-3:00   Synthesizing the Evidence

9:00-11:00   Designing and Implementation
    and Protocol
12:00-1:00  Lunch provided
1:00-3:00   Team Presentations: 
    Showcasing the Evidence
3:00-3:30   Closing Ceremony



CALL FOR POSTERS
A poster session will take place during the lunch
break. If  you have an EBP project you would like
to share, we invite you to complete the form: 

We will contact you in September if  your poster 
has been selected. Best poster award will be 
presented at the conference.

HOTEL INFORMATION
Homewood Suites by Hilton Tyler

3104 Golden Road, Tyler, Texas 75701

https://bit.ly/2yuBl0W





FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19                         AT-A-GLANCE: CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
7:30-8:30 Registration/Networking/Continental Breakfast/Poster Gallery Set-Up/Viewing

8:30   Welcome/Housekeeping       Dr. Colleen Marzilli, Conference Chair

8:40  EBP Paradigm and Process: An Overview    Dr. Ellen Fineout-Overholt

9:20   Keynote Address : Based on What?: Evidence-based   Dr. Cynthia Ann Leavers

10:20  Break/Posters/Networking

10:50  Morning Breakout Session:

 

11:40  Lunch/Poster Session/Networking

12:30  Panel Discussion

1:20  Plenary Presentation: Fetching the Evidence for   Julie Miller 

2:10  Break/Posters/Networking

2:40  Afternoon Breakout Session

3:40  Endnote: Better Together: Preparing Yourself     Dr. Cheryl Parker

4:30  Closing Remarks         Dr. Colleen Marzilli
for Healthcare in the 21st Century

Quality and Safety in Animal-Assisted Therapy

 EBP in Education: Quality and Safety A
 EBP in Clinical Practice: Quality and Safety A
 EBP in Scholarship: Quality and Safety A

 EBP in Education: Quality and Safety A
 EBP in Clinical Practice: Quality and Safety A
 EBP in Scholarship: Quality and Safety A

Practice to Improve Quality, Safety, and Patient Care Outcomes



Dr. Ellen Fineout-Overholt is a recognized nursing leader, educator and promoter of  evidence-based prac-
tice (EBP), innovation and leadership across the United States and globally. She is passionate about foster-
ing inquiry and wonder in learners, whether they are novices or experts. Dr. Fineout-Overholt is the Mary 
Coulter Dowdy Distinguished Nursing Professor in the College of  Nursing & Health Sciences at the 
University of  Texas at Tyler. She is privileged to shape future leaders of  nursing through the PhD and 
DNP programs at UT Tyler as well as working with emerging leaders across the globe. Furthermore, she 

CONFERENCE SPEAKERS:  
Ellen Fineout-Overholt, PhD, RN, FNAP, FAAN
Introduction & International Pre-Conference

continues to advance her work with faculty and students, nationally and internationally, to revise curriculum to meet the mandate for 
inclusion of  EBP in health professions' education as well as with community partners to implement sustainable evidence-based 
decision making. As part of  that passion, Dr. Fineout-Overholt led a team of  EBP experts in writing the widely acclaimed “EBP 
Step-by-Step Series” in the American Journal of  Nursing, which is is one of  the most widely sought after series in AJN history.

Dr. EFO, as she has come to be known, has been instrumental in the ongoing development of  the Melnyk & Fineout-
Overholt's Advancing Research & Clinical Practice through Close Collaboration (ARCC) Model that guides implementation of  
EBP in the service sector, as well as the Fineout-Overholt & Melnyk's Advancing Research & Clinical Practice through Close 
Collaboration in Education (ARCC-E) model that guides integration of  EBP into academic curricula. Dr. EFO is coauthor with 
Dr. Bernadette Melnyk of  the bestselling book, Evidence-Based Practice in Nursing & Healthcare: A Guide to Best Practice, now 
in its 3rd edition and 2015 AJN Book of  the Year, as well as Implementing Evidence-Based Practice for Nurses: Real-Life Success 
Stories, published by Sigma Theta Tau International (STTI), which offers real world stories about how, when, where, who and why 
EBP is so important to healthcare. The latest book Dr. EFO co-authored is Implementing the Evidence-Based Practice (EBP) 
Competencies in Healthcare: A Practical Guide for Improving Quality, Safety, and Outcomes.

Throughout her career, Dr. EFO has intentionally focused on a grassroots approach to facilitating clinicians, faculty, and others to 
improve their craft through education about and implementation of  evidence-based decision making, which is why she became a 
Gallup Certified Strengths Coach. She actualizes her commitment to fundamental growth of  clinicians and faculty through strengths 
development. Dr. EFO has published extensively and has been received various honors in recognition of  her contributions to the 
profession of  nursing, including election as a fellow into the American Academy of  Nursing and the National Academies of  Practice.



CONFERENCE SPEAKERS:  
Cynthia Ann Leavers, PhD, APRN, FNP-BC
Keynote Address
Cynthia Ann Leavers received her bachelor of  science in nursing from Mount Saint Mary’s College, 
Los Angeles; her master of  science in nursing from University of  San Diego, with a Family Nurse 
Practitioner clinical focus; and, her PhD from the college of  nursing at Catholic University 
of  America.  Her dissertation implemented the Finnish Well-being Model (theoretically grounded in 
Eric Alardt’s Sociological theory of  Welfare) to explored relationships among factors of  well-being in 
elementary school children; this project is published in Journal of  School Health. Dr. Leaver completed a 
collaborative post-doctoral research fellowship in Integrative Medicine, completing course work at the 
University of  Arizona Center for Integrative Medicine, while completing research at NIH, NINR and 
Clinical Center, mentored by the Director of  Translational Science, Clinical Center.  As a post-doctoral 
fellow Dr. Leaver completed a Delphi study with Naturopaths, exploring the naturopathic management 
of  cervical atypia; this project is published in Integrative Medicine Insights, and completed a bench 
science project in collaboration with Georgetown University Department of  Pathology, exploring the 
effect of  Sanguinaria canadensis on Keratinocytes, HPV and non-HPV cervical cancer cell lines; this 
project is published in Integrative Medicine: A Clinician’s Journal. A special thank you to Dr. Gwen Wallen, 
Dr. Hang Yuan, and Dr. Richard Schlegel for this extraordinary experience. 

Dr. Leaver maintains a certified clinical practice as a family nurse practitioner in an ambulatory surgery 
center, working within a multidisciplinary healthcare team.  Dr. Leaver is Visiting Professor of  Nursing, 
Marymount University, Arlington, VA; teaching both undergraduate and advanced practice nursing. 
Dr. Leaver has completed the Evidence-based practice immersion at Helene Fuld Health Trust National 
Institute for Evidence-based Practice in Nursing and Healthcare, Ohio State.  Across the course of  
Dr. Leavers, more than 30-year career in nursing, she has witnessed the insightful, positive impact that a 
multidisciplinary healthcare team can contribute to the well-being of  the healthcare system. She feels 
strongly that multidisciplinary Evidence-based practice is the process to effectively address the quadruple 
aim in healthcare.  



CONFERENCE SPEAKERS:  

Cheryl Parker, PhD, RN-BC, CNE
Endnote Speaker
Dr. Parker is a clinical assistant professor at the University of  Texas at Tyler and the informatics lead 
faculty.  She has over 35 years’ experience in the healthcare industry including clinical nursing, 
management, nursing informatics, and education both corporate and academic. Prior to joining UT Tyler, 
Dr. Parker was the chief  nursing informatics officer for PatientSafe Solutions and Rubbermaid Healthcare, 
senior clinical informatics specialist for Motion Computing and Providence Health.  She has served as 
adjunct informatics  faculty at Walden University, Texas Woman's University and Rutgers University. 
She serves as a member of  the Board of  Directors for the American Nursing Informatics Association 
and is a lead instructor for the ANIA Nursing Informatics Certification Review course.  She is Fellow of  
Healthcare Informatics Systems Society (HIMSS) where she is a section editor for the Clinical Informatics 
Newsletter, belongs to the American Nurses Association/Texas Nurses Association where she served the 
Scope & Standards of  Practice for Nursing Informatics revision workgroup and to Sigma Theta Tau 
International (Sigma), the international honor society for nursing. Her areas of   interests including clinical 
workflow improvement using technology and educating the next generation of  informatics nurses.  
Dr. Parker is ANCC board certified in nursing informatics and is a Certified Nurse Educator (CNE).  
She is a frequent speaker, educator, and author on nursing informatics topics.  

Julie Miller, BSN, RN, CCRN-K
Plenary Speaker
Empowering nurses to provide the best care to their patients is the goal of  every presentation by Julie Miller.  
With an ability to transform knowledge to bedside care, Julie has been an inspiring speaker at national 
conferences, as well as multi-disciplinary regional seminars.  She draws from an extensive background in adult 
critical care and animal assisted therapy.  Also, she has published in professional nursing journals on clinical 
topics and animal assisted therapy. She currently coordinates and volunteers in an acute care animal assisted 
therapy program, and has done so since 1994. In her current work role, she serves as a Clinical Practice 
Specialist with the American Association of  Critical Care Nurses. Julie incorporates her passion to share her 
animals through animal assisted therapy, her love of  teaching, and her desire to empower those at the bedside 
to meet the needs of  all patients.
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