
9.2 Graduate Affirmation Forms  
(Revised 4/4/2023) 
 
Graduate nursing students will be asked to acknowledge affirmations below when applicable to 
their coursework. The affirmations will be formatted as an assignment in the learning 
management system.   
 
9.2.1 Syllabus Statement 
 
I have/will read the syllabus of this nursing course I am taking this semester, and I understand 
the criteria established for grading my course work. 
 
9.2.2 Social Media/Networking 

This policy aims to outline the privacy and confidentiality issues related to students' postings to 
safeguard The University of Texas at Tyler School of Nursing's (SON) identity, integrity, and 
overall reputation to prevent confidentiality and privacy violations. 

Social Networking is any activity involving interaction with other individuals in an online 
environment. Social networking platforms may be effective modalities for students to connect in 
positive ways. However, students must be aware of and sensitive to the information and 
pictures they post of themselves and others. 
 
Using other electronic devices to record pictures, images, and other information or data that 
may be stored, reviewed, or shared with others immediately or at a future date is also 
considered social networking. This includes, but is not limited to, browsing other users' profiles, 
personalized web pages, and photos; reading messages sent through social networking forums; 
engaging in online messaging services or email that is in any way related to UT Tyler or the 
School of Nursing or activities conducted while in attendance at the University. 
 
Students are encouraged to read "A Nurse's Guide to Professional Boundaries" and "A Nurse's 
Guide to the Use of Social Media" on the following website, prepared by the National Council of 
State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN): https://www.ncsbn.org/professional-boundaries.htm. These 
guidelines are not all-inclusive; they are intended to be used as a foundation for sound decision-
making.  
 
Confidentiality and Privacy: 
Violations of Confidentiality include but are not limited to: 

1. Photocopying or recording patient documents, removing patient documents from the 
clinical site, and posting patient information on social network platforms, online 
blogs/vlogs, and journals. 

2. Contacting patients or patients' family members through a social network platform. 

3. Photographing in any clinical setting. Taking and/or posting any pictures taken within a 
clinical facility without the written permission of the facility or patient (even if the patient's 
identity is not disclosed) is a breach of the Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act (HIPAA). 

https://www.ncsbn.org/professional-boundaries.htm


4. Discussing or posting any patient information related to the clinical facility one is 
assigned on social network platforms or in a public place. 

5. Using UT Tyler School of Nursing's name, logo, or other information in one's personal 
social networking profile. Students may post pictures where they are identified as a 
nursing student at SON sanctioned events, e.g., community events, group photos 
outside of buildings, simulation, and skills labs. Students may not post photos in uniform 
in personal settings such as restaurants, bars, and shopping areas. Social networking 
platforms, blogs/vlogs, and email are public domain. 

Failure to comply with the above guidelines will result in disciplinary action, which may include 
dismissal from the program. Any student found in violation of the policies mentioned above 
and/or any policies related to conduct unbecoming a University of Texas at Tyler student is 
subject to procedural disciplinary action as outlined in the UT Tyler Manual of Policies and 
Procedures for Student Affairs. Manual of Policies and Procedures for Student Affairs.  

9.2.3 Course Material Agreement 

I understand that course materials are for my personal studies only. I realize that course materials 
downloaded, printed, or recorded may not be shared with other people without the written consent 
of the faculty member. I also understand that lecture materials or discussion comments may not 
be used in any way against the faculty member, other lecturers, or students whose classroom 
comments are downloaded, printed, or recorded as part of course activities. 

I am aware that the information contained in the course material is protected under federal 
copyright laws and may not be published or quoted without the expressed consent of the lecturer 
or author of the course material and without giving proper identity and credit. I agree to abide by 
these guidelines concerning any course material I download, print, or record while enrolled as a 
student at The University of Texas at Tyler. 

9.2.4 Photo/ Video/Audio/Chat Release Statement 

I agree to participate in the photo opportunities available at The University of Texas at Tyler and 
give UT Tyler permission to use those photos in any advertising or marketing promotions 
(print/electronic/outdoor advertising, faculty presentations, and publications). Students are 
responsible to notify the School of Nursing Administrative Assistant if they do not consent to this 
policy.   

Class sessions may be recorded by the instructor for use by students enrolled in this course. 
Most course recordings are not shared outside of the course however occasionally videos are 
shared with other students/faculty outside the course but within the university. This includes 
video, audio and chat discussions within the recorded session. Students are responsible to 
notify the course faculty if they do not consent to this policy.   

All prints, slides, video, audio, chats and digital images belong to UT Tyler solely and 
completely. 

9.2.5 Clinical Progression and Dismissal  
 
I understand, if this is a clinical course, to pass the clinical course I must pass both the theory 
and the clinical components of the course. Clinical performance that is deemed incompetent 
and/or is a threat to patient/family, faculty, staff, or student safety and well-being may result in 
dismissal from the program. 

https://www.uttyler.edu/mopp/


  
I understand that if removed from clinical placement at the request of the facility where the 
placement is assigned, I automatically fail the course and may not be placed in an alternate 
clinical that term. The reason behind the request for removal may launch a program dismissal 
process. 
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