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Taking the English Major to D.C.
Elaina Gonzalez | Current ENGL Major

When I first considered applying for the Bill Archer Fellowship Program, 
I wondered if I was even qualified. With little experience in politics, I was 
uncertain if I could succeed in Washington, D.C. Beginning to fill out the 
application, I realized that I did not need to be a policy expert – I had to 
utilize my research and writing skills to communicate my interests and 
competencies. 

Just like in my English assignments, I utilized scholarly databases, analyzed
reliable sources, and created an intentional narrative throughout my 
application materials. When I interviewed, I used the vocabulary and verbal 
articulation learned in the classroom to talk about my goals. I was (and still am) 
ecstatic that I was accepted into the Fall 2023 Archer cohort; I am thankful that my support system in the 
College of Arts and Sciences largely contributed to my success.

While in D.C., I again found my English major skills being put to use. Solid writing became a recurring 
requirement in both academics and professional work. While an understanding of politics was necessary, 
political knowledge was almost useless without the ability to communicate those ideas to varying audiences. 
I learned how to draft short but accurate policy documents despite wading through challenging legal material  
surprisingly similar to analyzing complex themes in literature. To my surprise, I was no less prepared for the 
program than my fellow government majors. Policymaking is wholly dependent on research and writing, 
as is the field of public affairs. 

As a Public Affairs Intern at Cornerstone Government Affairs, I recognized how my academic career helped 
me transition into the professional world. Instead of papers, I wrote memos and pitched content. For research,
I compiled media lists in clean, easy-to-read spreadsheets and documents. I worked independently and 
alongside other interns on heavy tasks while building relationships with my colleagues – just like at UT Tyler. 

Getting to use my experience in English and my passion for creativity has been a dream; I am now 
continuing my internship remotely as I finish my last semester in Tyler. As I move from undergraduate 
studies to the next phase of my life, I am confident that I have the necessary skills, experience, and 
support to thrive. 
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