GENERAL BIOLOGY II LABORATORY
Biology 1107
Spring 2019

Instructor: 

Office:


Email:




Phone number: 

Office hours: 

Lab Supervisor: Jessica L. Coleman, MS.

Office: BEP 114

Phone: (903) 565-5889
Course Description: The scientific study of life at the organismal, population, and community levels including form, function, reproduction, taxonomy, systematics, ecology, and evolutionary history of biodiversity.  

Student Learning Outcomes: After this class you should be able to…

· Describe and apply the scientific method

· Proficiently use both a compound and dissecting microscope

· Apply the principles of systematics

· Understand the concept of evolution as genetic change in a population over time

· Recognize living organisms from most major groups including: prokaryotes, protists, plants, fungi, and animals

· Describe major characteristics of living organisms from the groups listed above

· Have a better understanding of methods and techniques used in the biological sciences

Required Lab Manuals:  Coleman, Jessica L. 2018. Biological Investigations. 5th Edition.   Fountainhead Press.  
Recommended Textbook: L. Urry, M. Cain, S. Wasserman, P. Minorsky, R. Jackson, and J. Reece. 2014. Campbell Biology in Focus. 2nd edition. Pearson Benjamin Cummings, San Francisco, CA.   AND 
Van De Graaff, Kent M. & J. L. Crawley. 2009. A Photographic Atlas for the 6th Edition Biology Laboratory, Morton Publishing.
Grading:

	
	Points Possible
	Percentage
	Points
	Grade

	Practicals (2)
	200
	90–100%
	495 – 550 
	A

	Lab Reports (1)
	150
	80–89%
	440 – 494 
	B

	Quizzes (10)
	100
	70–79%
	385 – 439 
	C

	Lab Manual
	50
	60–69%
	330 – 384 
	D

	Homework (1)
	50
	0–59%
	0 – 329 
	F

	Total:
	550
	
	
	


Practical Exams: There will be two practical exams during the semester. Exams are designed to test the student’s practical skill and techniques in the lab. There will typically be 33 stations (three questions at each station) where you will be required to identify the equipment, specimens, or demonstrate your knowledge of techniques. You will rotate through each station and not be allowed to return to the station. You will be provided with a scratch piece of paper where you can make notes about each station, so you can think about it at the end of the exam. You will only be allowed, approximately one and half minutes per station. Your instructor will give you more information, prior to the scheduled practical exam date. 

Make-up Exams: Make-up exams (as well as other material) will be given ONLY if a student notifies the instructor in ADVANCE or produces a verifiable written medical excuse. The students who fail to make appropriate arrangements will receive a grade of “0” for the missed exam or other material. 
Quizzes:  There will be at least 10 quizzes during the semester. There may be both in class and online (posted on canvas) quizzes for you to complete during the semester.  For each quiz (both online and in class), you will have 10-15 minutes to complete.  For those quizzes taken during class time, if you arrive to class after a quiz has started, you will only have the time remaining on the quiz clock to complete your quiz. For quizzes you take online, you will have point deducted for going over the time allotted for each quiz. Each quiz will be worth 10 points. If you miss a quiz for ANY reason (including illness and excused travel absences), that quiz will be counted as one of the dropped scores.  There will be NO make-up quizzes.

Attendance:  Attendance is essential to success in this class.  If you miss class it is your responsibility to contact another student (not the instructor) to get notes and other announcements made during class. Keep in mind that missing a lab will cost you points overall and you will not be able to make up the quiz after the week of the lab. 
Canvas: Students should log onto Canvas ASAP and carefully read all announcements. Canvas and student email should be checked DAILY for new announcements or messages. On Canvas you will find lecture outlines, reviews for exams, videos, discussion board posts, and much more that will be very helpful for you as you take this course. Another really helpful tool is that all course grades will be in Canvas, so students will be able to view and calculate their current course grade at any time.
Pre-lecture Videos:  Students will be required to watch pre-lecture videos that will be posted on canvas. In order to view these videos, you will need to enroll in the UT Tyler On-course Digital Toolkit. This toolkit will have your pre-lecture videos and extra study material to help you be successful in the general biology labs. Your instructors will tell you more the first day of the lab. Please make sure you watch the lecture BEFORE each lab, as there may be quiz questions pulled directly from these videos!

Lab Report Assignment: Lab report will be written over the Basic Ecology lab this semester. You will be responsible for composing a well thought out paper on this lab, which will include the basic components you include in a full write up (e.g. mimic peer reviewed literature). See the back of your lab manual (pages 231-239) for the detail of what each should contain. It will be your responsibility to read these sections carefully to write up the lab report correctly. Be sure to follow all directions given by your instructor to make improvements on the report throughout the semester. You will do three-part submission of your paper throughout the semester, all of which will be submitted on Canvas. Each of these submissions is designed to help you improve your scientific writing, for your final report submission. Be sure to read your instructors comments and check the similarity reports prior to resubmitting your work. Your instructor will give you more detail through out the semester for these assignments
Homework Assignment: You will be responsible for writing an essay (or a literature review) to discuss current research areas within the field of Conservation Biology. This writing assignment is designed for you to discuss a specific topic in conservation. For instance, you could focus your essay on the conservation of Sea Turtles and look for the current research that has been conducted on this topic. In order to address that topic, you will need to completely read primary literature that fits your topic. You will need at least 5 primary literature references, that investigates a given topic (keep in mind the more references you use the better your essay will be). You will use these references to write a short essay to describe what is currently being done to assess this conservation concern. Your job is to explain the substance of the studies so that one of your peers in the class would gain a better understanding of the research than they would have been able to get from reading only one or two articles on the topic. In particular, you could describe the results from a given study (i.e. the patterns in the data) in enough detail so that someone reading your summary would be able to “see” the patterns, based on your verbal description, without having to look at figures or tables represented in an article itself.
Academic Integrity:  Students should be aware that absolute academic integrity is expected of every student in all undertakings at The University of Texas at Tyler.  Failure to comply can result in strong university-imposed penalties. For instance, submitting plagiarized work to meet academic requirements including the representation of another’s work or ideas as ones own; the unacknowledged word for word research results shall be grounds for charges of academic misconduct. Any cheating or other types of academic misconduct will be reported to the university administration and at minimum will result in an automatic failure of the course.

WHAT IS PLAGIARISM AND HOW CAN IT BE AVOIDED?  
Plagiarism may be defined as (1) presenting work, ideas or phrasing of another, in whole or part, as one's own without giving credit and proper documentation of sources; (2) copying material directly from sources (including electronic media) except when the material is enclosed in quotation marks and the source is clearly identified; (3) paraphrasing too closely to the original, even when the source is identified; and (4) claiming credit for work in any media (electronic, digital, artistic, etc.) where the student is not the original creator of said work. Work that is plagiarized will receive an automatic grade of "F".  If you are unsure about this subject, please take the time talk to your instructor and /or read this: http://www.wadsworth.com/english_d/special_features/plagiarism/definition.html
You will also be required to turn in all written assignments (lab report assignments) through Turnit In (to check for Plagiarism). You will find this on your Canvas page for this lab course; each assignment will be compared to previous student work and the work of your classmates! You will only need to turn a copy of your assignment via the Turnit In on canvas.
Students Rights and Responsibilities:  To know and understand the policies that affect your rights and responsibilities as a student at UT Tyler, please follow this link: http://www2.uttyler.edu/wellness/rightsresponsibilities.php

Grade Replacement/Forgiveness and Census Date Policies:  Students repeating a course for grade forgiveness (grade replacement) must file a Grade Replacement Contract with the Enrollment Services Center (ADM 230) on or before the Census Date of the semester in which the course will be repeated. Grade Replacement Contracts are available in the Enrollment Services Center or at http://www.uttyler.edu/registrar. Each semester’s Census Date can be found on the Contract itself, on the Academic Calendar, or in the information pamphlets published each semester by the Office of the Registrar.

Failure to file a Grade Replacement Contract will result in both the original and repeated grade being used to calculate your overall grade point average. Undergraduates are eligible to exercise grade replacement for only three course repeats during their career at UT Tyler; graduates are eligible for two grade replacements. Full policy details are printed on each Grade Replacement Contract.

The Census Date is the deadline for many forms and enrollment actions that students need to be aware of. These include:

 Submitting Grade Replacement Contracts, Transient Forms, requests to withhold directory information, approvals for taking courses as Audit, Pass/Fail or Credit/No Credit.

 Receiving 100% refunds for partial withdrawals. (There is no refund for these after the Census Date)

 Schedule adjustments (section changes, adding a new class, dropping without a “W” grade)

 Being reinstated or re-enrolled in classes after being dropped for non-payment

 Completing the process for tuition exemptions or waivers through Financial Aid

State-Mandated Course Drop Policy:  Texas law prohibits a student who began college for the first time in Fall 2007 or thereafter from dropping more than six courses during their entire undergraduate career. This includes courses dropped at another 2-year or 4-year Texas public college or university. For purposes of this rule, a dropped course is any course that is dropped after the census date (See Academic Calendar for the specific date).

Exceptions to the 6-drop rule may be found in the catalog. Petitions for exemptions must be submitted to the Enrollment Services Center and must be accompanied by documentation of the extenuating circumstance. Please contact the Enrollment Services Center if you have any questions.

Disability/Accessibility Services: In accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the ADA Amendments Act (ADAAA) the University of Texas at Tyler offers accommodations to students with learning, physical and/or psychological disabilities.  If you have a disability, including non-visible diagnosis such as a learning disorder, chronic illness, TBI, PTSD, ADHD, or you have a history of modifications or accommodations in a previous educational environment, you are encouraged to visit https://hood.accessiblelearning.com/UTTyler and fill out the New Student application.  The Student Accessibility and Resources (SAR) office will contact you when your application has been submitted and an appointment with Cynthia Lowery, Assistant Director Student Services/ADA Coordinator.  For more information, including filling out an application for services, please visit the SAR webpage at http://www.uttyler.edu/disabilityservices, the SAR office located in the University Center, # 3150 or call 903.566.7079.

Student Absence due to Religious Observance:  Students who anticipate being absent from class due to a religious observance are requested to inform the instructor of such absences by the second-class meeting of the semester.

Student Absence for University-Sponsored Events and Activities:  If you intend to be absent for a university-sponsored event or activity, you (or the event sponsor) must notify the instructor at least two weeks prior to the date of the planned absence. At that time the instructor will set a date and time when make-up assignments will be completed.

Social Security and FERPA Statement:  It is the policy of The University of Texas at Tyler to protect the confidential nature of social security numbers. The University has changed its computer programming so that all students have an identification number. The electronic transmission of grades (e.g., via e-mail) risks violation of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act; grades will not be transmitted electronically.

Emergency Exits and Evacuation:  Everyone is required to exit the building when a fire alarm goes off. Follow your instructor’s directions regarding the appropriate exit. If you require assistance during an evacuation, inform your instructor in the first week of class. Do not re-enter the building unless given permission by University Police, Fire department, or Fire Prevention Services.

Concealed Handgun Policy: We respect the right and privacy of students 21 and over who are duly licensed to carry concealed weapons in this class. License holders are expected to behave responsibly and keep a handgun secure and concealed. More information is available at http://www.uttyler.edu/about/campus-carry/index.php.

UT Tyler Tobacco-Free Policy: All forms of tobacco will not be permitted on the UT Tyler main campus, branch campuses, and any property owned by UT Tyler.  This applies to all members of the University community, including students, faculty, staff, University affiliates, contractors, and visitors. 
· Forms of tobacco not permitted include cigarettes, cigars, pipes, water pipes (hookah), bidis, kreteks, electronic cigarettes, smokeless tobacco, snuff, chewing tobacco, and all other tobacco products.

· There are several cessation programs available to students looking to quit smoking, including counseling, quitlines, and group support. For more information on cessation programs please visit www.uttyler.edu/tobacco-free
	General Biology II Laboratory Schedule – Spring 2019

	Week of
	Topic
	Assignments / Due dates

	Jan 14th 
	Introduction

Human Impact on the Environment
	Hw 1 assigned (Short 1-2 pg paper discussing current trends in conservation)

	Jan 21st 
	Taxonomy

Phylogenetic Systematics
	Quiz 1; Quiz 2 (canvas)

	Jan 28th 
	Hardy-Weinberg

Natural Selection
	Quiz 3



	Feb 4th 
	Prokaryotes


	Quiz 4
Hw 1 Due

	Feb 11th
	Protists 


	Quiz 5
Assignment 1 (for lab report) Due

	Feb 18th 
	Fungi  & Plant diversity I

(Seedless Plants) 
	Quiz 6


	Feb 25th 
	PRACTICAL I
	Quiz 7  (canvas)

	Mar 4th 
	Plant diversity II

(Seed Plants)
	

	Mar 11th 
	Spring Break (no labs)

	Mar 18th 
	Animal Diversity I


	Quiz 8 

Assignment 2 (for Lab report) Due

	Mar 25th 
	Animal Diversity II


	Quiz 9


	Apr 1st 
	**Basic Ecology 

(LAB REPORT TOPIC)
	Quiz 10


	Apr 8th 
	Vertebrate Anatomy

(Fetal Pig Dissection)
	Quiz 11


	Apr 15th 
	Animal Behavior Lab
	Quiz 12
Lab Report Due

	Apr 22nd 
	Practical II
	Quiz 13 (canvas)



**Lab report will be written over this lab. 

Last Day to Drop with a “W”:          April 1, 2019       
