University of Texas at Tyler School of Education
Peer Observation Form
Faculty Member Observed:______________________________________________________
Rank/Position: _______________________________________________________________
Course observed: _____________________________________________________________
Date of Observation: __________________________________________________________
Type of course (F2F, Hybrid, Online, Field):_______________________________________
Location:___________________________________________________________________
Start time: _________________________
•
•
•

End time: _________________________

During the observation, comment on each major section, providing evidence for the
comments.
The bulletted questions are only a suggested list of areas to observe.
Observers should consider the course content, location, and objectives when determining
the appropriate evidence for each major section.

After the observation, but before the post-observation conference, both the observed and
observing faculty should receive a signed copy of the completed observation form.

Observer Signature: _____________________________________________________________
Date: ______________________
Observer Name (Print): __________________________________________________________
Observer Title: _________________________________________________________________

Signature of Observed Faculty: ____________________________________________________
Date: ______________________

University of Texas at Tyler School of Education
Classroom Observation Form
1. Deliberate and Intentional Planning

• Are objectives for the class given verbally or in writing? Are main ideas clear and relevant?
• Is the content accurate? Are higher order thinking skills promoted? Are new ideas connected to
students’ prior knowledge?
• Is the class connected content to previous classes?
• Does the instructor use clear, effective transitions with summaries?
• Is the instructor prepared for class? Is instructional time used well?
• Do recordings, websites, and other audiovisual materials have a clear purpose? Does the instructor
use technology proficiently?
• Are handouts appropriate in number and subject?
• Are appropriate accomodations provided, if needed for students with disabilities?

2. Classroom interactions and educational climate
•
•
•
•
•
•

Are students and instructor interested and enthusiastic? Is the instructor confident and enthusiastic?
Does the instructor use student names? Does the instructor use adequate eye contact with students?
Is humor used appropriately?
Does the classroom demonstrate mutual respect?Is the atmosphere of the classroom participative?
Is the delivery paced appropriately?
Can the instructor be seen and heard? Does the instructor use clear articulation and pronunciation?
Does the instructor avoid using distracting mannerisms and language
• Are explanations clear to students? Are examples, metaphors, and analogies appropriate? Is the
instructor stimulating and thought provoking?

3. Construction of knowledge
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Are major concepts reinforced?
Is the content intellectually stimulating? Is it appropriate for the level of the course?
Are students required to apply their learning to real-world situations?
Are students encouraged to apply critical or creative thinking in class?
Are students active learners?
Are multiple modalities used to address different learning styles?
Do the class activities facilitate reflective thinking or collaborative learning?Are
provocative/reflective prompts, responses, questions and statements used to stimulate learning?

4. Use of assessment data and feedback to influence student learning and shape
instruction
•
•
•
•

Does the instructor use a variety of strategies to assess students’ ideas and understandings?
Does the instructor give feedback to support the self-regulation of learning?
Is data used to shape the instruction?
Do the assessments reflect the objectives of the lesson?

Summary comments:

University of Texas at Tyler School of Education
Online Observation Form

Quality MattersTM Rubric Standards 2011 - 2013 edition
with Assigned Point Values
Standards
Course
Overview and
Introduction

Points
1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
1.5
1.6
1.7
1.8

Instructions make clear how to get started and where to find various course components.
Students are introduced to the purpose and structure of the course.
Etiquette expectations (sometimes called “netiquette”) for online discussions, email, and other forms of communication are stated clearly.
Course and/or institutional policies with which the student is expected to comply are clearly stated, or a link to current policies is provided.
Prerequisite knowledge in the discipline and/or any required competencies are clearly stated.
Minimum technical skills expected of the student are clearly stated.
The self-introduction by the instructor is appropriate and available online.
Students are asked to introduce themselves to the class.

3
3
2
2
1
1
1
1

Observer’s Comments:

Learning
Objectives

(Competencies)

2.1
2.2
2.3
2.4
2.5

The course learning objectives describe outcomes that are measurable.
The module/unit learning objectives describe outcomes that are measurable and consistent with the course-level objectives.
All learning objectives are stated clearly and written from the students’ perspective.
Instructions to students on how to meet the learning objectives are adequate and stated clearly.
The learning objectives are appropriately designed for the level of the course.

3
3
3
3
3

Observer’s Comments:

Assessment
and
Measurement

3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5

The types of assessments selected measure the stated learning objectives and are consistent with course activities and resources.
The course grading policy is stated clearly.
Specific and descriptive criteria are provided for the evaluation of students’ work and participation and are tied to the course grading policy.
The assessment instruments selected are sequenced, varied, and appropriate to the student work being assessed.
Students have multiple opportunities to measure their own learning progress.

3
3
3
2
2

Observer’s Comments:

Instructional
Materials

4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4
4.5
4.6

The instructional materials contribute to the achievement of the stated course and module/unit learning objectives.
The purpose of instructional materials and how the materials are to be used for learning activities are clearly explained.
All resources and materials used in the course are appropriately cited.
The instructional materials are current.
The instructional materials present a variety of perspectives on the course content.
The distinction between required and optional materials is clearly explained.

Observer’s Comments:

3
3
2
2
1
1

Learner
Interaction
and
Engagement

5.1 The learning activities promote the achievement of the stated learning objectives.
5.2 Learning activities provide opportunities for interaction that support active learning.
5.3 The instructor’s plan for classroom response time and feedback on assignments is clearly stated.

Observer’s Comments:

Course
Technology

6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5

The tools and media support the course learning objectives.
Course tools and media support student engagement and guide the student to become an active learner.
Navigation throughout the online components of the course is logical, consistent, and efficient.
Students can readily access the technologies required in the course.
The course technologies are current.

3
3
3
2

3
3
3
2
1

Observer’s Comments:

Learner
Support

7.1 The course instructions articulate or link to a clear description of the technical support offered and how to access it.
7.2 Course instructions articulate or link to the institution’s accessibility policies and services.
7.3 Course instructions articulate or link to an explanation of how the institution’s academic support services and resources can help
students succeed in the course and how students can access the services.
7.4 Course instructions articulate or link to an explanation of how the institution’s student support services can help students succeed and
how students can access the services.

3
3
2
1

Observer’s Comments:

Accessibility

8.1
8.2
8.3
8.4

The course employs accessible technologies and provides guidance on how to obtain accommodation.
The course contains equivalent alternatives to auditory and visual content.
The course design facilitates readability and minimizes distractions.
The course design accommodates the use of assistive technologies.

Observer’s Comments:

Summary Comments:

Use of this 2011 Quality MattersTM Rubric document is restricted to institutions that subscribe to the Quality MattersTM Program and may not be copied or
without duplicated written permission of MarylandOnline.2011 MarylandOnline, Inc. www.qmprogram.org. Rubric adapted with permission.
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