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Education 
 
 Ph.D. University of Notre Dame, United States History. 
 M.A. University of Notre Dame, United States History. 
 B.A. Illinois Wesleyan University, Political Science. 
 
 
Experience 
 

• Associate Professor, The University of Texas at Tyler, 2009- 
• Visiting Associate Professor, University of Toledo, 2006-2009. 
• Visiting Associate Professor, Affiliated Scholar, College of Wooster, 2004-

2006. 
• Assistant to Associate Professor, Spalding University, 1997-2003.  Tenured 

2000.  College of Arts and Sciences eliminated, May, 2003. 
• Assistant Professor, King’s College, 1995-1997. 
• Visiting Assistant Professor, Grand Valley State University, 1992-1995. 
• Visiting Assistant Professor, University of Notre Dame, 1991-1992. 
• Lecturer, Columbia College (Chicago), Loyola University, Newberry Library, 

Northeastern Illinois University, 1990-1991. 
 
Awards and Honors 
 

Teaching of Writing Award, University of Texas at Tyler, Center for 
Excellence in Teaching and Learning, 2021. 
 
Outstanding Faculty Member, Spalding University, 2001, 2003.  Finalist 1998, 
1999, 2000, 2002.  Nominated by faculty. 
 
Faculty Development Grant, Spalding University, 1997, 1999, 2000, 2002. 
 
Who’s Who Among American Teachers, student nominated, 1998, 2004, 2005. 
 
Summer Research Award, Social Science Division, King’s College, 1996. 
 
Inspirational Professor Award, Women’s Studies, King’s College, 1996, 1997. 
 
National Endowment for the Humanities, 1993 Summer Seminar, “Women 
and American Politics,” directed by Elizabeth Pleck, Wellesley College. 
 



Faculty Fellow for Minority Students, Grand Valley State University, 1993.  
Selected by administration and students based on excellence in teaching and 
advising. 
 
Zahm Grant for study at the Schlesinger Library on the History of Women in 
America, University of Notre Dame, 1991. 

 
 
 
Publications and Manuscripts 
 

Three Narratives of Abortion in the Chicago Press, Before and After 
Criminalization (1867), manuscript in progress. 
 
“The Reconversion of Cherry Ames, Army Nurse, manuscript in progress. 
 
“Chicago,” Magaly Rodriquez Garcia, Lex Heerma Van Voss, Elise Van 
Neederween Meerkerk, eds., Selling Sex in the City: Prostitution in World 
Cities, 1600 to the Present.  Leiden: Brill, 2017.  pp. 386-413. 
 
“Women in the 1968 Eugene McCarthy Campaign and the Development of 
Feminist Politics,” The Journal of Women’s History, v. 29, no. 1, Spring 2017, 
pp. 111-137. 
 
“Sexuality, Abortion, and Prostitution in the Lives of Gilded Age Chicago 
Girls,” James Marten, Paula Fass, eds., Children and Youth During the Gilded 
Age and Progressive Era.  New York University Press, 2014.  pp. 166-186. 
 
“Inaugural Report to the First Lady,” Robert. P. Watson, ed., 2005 and 2009, 
pp. 135-151. 
 
“Betty Ford Transforms the Role of the First Lady,” in Robert P. Watson and 
Anthony J. Eksterowicz, eds., The Presidential Companion: Readings on the 
Political Significance of First Ladies.  University of South Carolina Press, 2003, 
54-72. 
 
“Serving Cross Purposes: Catholic Women and the Creation of Nazareth 
College, 1920-1950,” Filson Historical Quarterly, vol. 75, no. 3, Summer 2001, 
297-330. 
 
“’Nazareth College Leads the Way:’ Catholicism, Democracy, and Racial 
Justice at a Southern College, 1920-1955,” U.S. Catholic Historian, vol. 19, no. 
1, Winter 2001, 65-78. 
 
“Catharine Waugh McCulloch, “ in Adele Hast and Rima Schultz, Women 
Building Chicago,” Indiana University Press, 2001, 605-610. 



 
“Nancy Drew and the Clue of the Chubby Chum,” Dime Novel Round Up,, vol. 
68, no. 3, June 19999, 1-14. 
 
“The Perverted Professoriate in Recent Juvenile Fiction,” Dime Novel Round 
Up, vol. 67, no. 2, April 1998, pp. 39-48. 
 
 
 

Student Research 

 
Sharon Hughes, MA thesis, “Isaac Singer: The Man Who Taught the World to 
Sew.” Defended April, 2014. 
 
Robin Haynie, MA thesis, “Satire and Politics in US Popular Culture,” 
(incomplete). 
 
Samantha Schivers, MA thesis, “City Lights Bookstore,” (incomplete). 
 
Chelsea Griffis, MA thesis, “’We Are All From an Unratified State:’ The Toledo 
NOW and Its Pursuit of the ERA.”  Co-Director, 2009. 
 
Julie Freniere, MA thesis, “Women in World War II.” Co-Director, 2008. 
 
Joseph Boggs, “Mason Remembers Malcolm,” Michigan History, (July 2010). 
Undergraduate methods paper revised and published. 
 
I directed 6 year-long Senior Independent Studies at The College of Wooster.  
The topics involved politics, race, and gender since the Civil War and  3 
received honors. 

 
 
 

Published Reviews and Encyclopedia Entries 
 
Frances Singh, Scandal and Survival in Nineteenth Century Scotland, Review in 
Journal of British Studies (forthcoming). 
 
Tanya Cheadle, Sexual Progressives in Nineteenth Century Scotland, Review in 
Journal of British Studies (2020). 
 
Joel E. Black, Structuring Poverty in the Windy City, Review in ALA Choice  
(2019). 
 
Ryan Lugalia-Hollon, The War on Neighborhoods: Policing, Prison, and 
Punishment in a Divided City, Review in ALA Choice (2018). 



 
Jessica Frazier, Women’s Antiwar Diplomacy During the Vietnam War Era.  
Review in Women and Social Movements (2018). 
 
Andrew Diamond, Chicago On The Make: Power and Inequality in a Modern 
City.  Review in ALA Choice (2017). 
 
James Adams, Urban Reformers and Sexual Vice in Progressive Era 
Philadelphia.  Review in The Journal of the History of Sexuality (2017). 
 
Charissa Threat, Nursing Civil Rights: Gender, Race, and The U.S. Army Nurse 
Corps.  Review in ALA Choice (2015).. 
 
“Chicago,” The Historical Encyclopedia of Prostitution, Melissa Dittmore ed., 
Greenwood Press, 2006. 
 
“Prostitution,” The Greenwood Encyclopedia of Sex and Culture: The Colonial 
and Revolutionary Era, Merrill Smith, ed., Greenwood Press, 2006. 
 
“Comfort Women” and “Rape of Nanking,” The Encyclopedia of Rape, Merrill 
Smith, ed., Greenwood Press, 2004. 
 
“Erring Women’s Refuge” and “Vice Commissions,” The Encyclopedia of 
Chicago, James R. Grossman, Ann Durkin Keating, and Janice L. Reiff, eds., 
University of Chicago Press, 2004. 
 
“Pat Nixon” and “Nancy Reagan,” The Encyclopedia of First Ladies, Robert P. 
Watson, ed., Salem Press, 2001. 

 
 
 
Selected Presentations 
 

“Social Justice Unionism and Public Education in Chicago,1995-2010.” United 
Association of Labor Educators, 2012. 
 
“CORE and Reform of the Chicago Public Schools,” North American Labor 
History Conference, 2011. 
 
“Pimping and Politicking,” North American Labor History Conference, 2010. 
 
“Women in the 1968 Eugene McCarthy Campaign,” Western Association of 
Women Historians, 2010. 
 
“The Fairest of Them All: Women of Color in the Miss America Pageant,” Oral 
History Association Annual Meeting, 2007.  Invited Speaker. 



 
“White Slaves and Black Men: The Midwestern Context of the Mann Act, 
1910.” Organization of American Historians, Midwest Regional Conference, 
2006. 
 
“The Betty Ford Effect: The Nation’s Response to the First Lady’s Cancer, 
1974.”  Popular Culture Association Annual Meeting, 2002. 
 
“The Sisters of Nazareth College Confront Racism in Their Community, 1945-
1965,” Conference on the History of Women Religious, 2001. 
 
The Reconversion of Cherry Ames, Army Nurse,” Popular Culture Association 
Annual Meeting, 1996. 
 
“The Politics of the Gilded Age,” chair, American Political History – The State 
of the Discipline, University of Notre Dame, 1995. 
 
“The Private Lives of Public Women: Prostitutes in Nineteenth Century 
Chicago,” Great Lakes History Conference, 1993. 
 
“The Three R’s: Race, Resistance, and Reform in the Chicago Public Schools, 
1963-1965,” Illinois History Symposium, 1990. 

 
 
 
University Service 
 
In addition to chairing two History Departments and an Interdisciplinary Liberal 
Studies Program (co-chair), my university service has tended to focus in three areas: 
Curriculum and Instruction; Student Affairs; and Faculty Recruitment and 
Development. 
 

Curriculum and Instruction 
 ACUE Teacher Training 
 Co-Founder of Two Gender Studies Programs 
 Liberal Studies Core Faculty 
 NCATE Accreditation Committee 
 Honors Program Committee 
 Gender Studies Curriculum Committee 
 Writing Across the Curriculum Trainer 
 Coordinator – Accelerated College Entrance Program (SAIL) 
 University Studies (core curriculum) Committee 
 First Year Orientation Committee 
 Pilot Program for Enhanced Instruction 
 Occupational Therapy Admissions Committee 

Humanities Institute 



 
Student Affairs 
 First Year Mentor, Student Engagement 
 Graduate Student Teacher Training 
 Instructor, First Year Orientation Seminars 
 Faculty Advisor, Phi Alpha Theta 
 Faculty Advisor, Student Government Association 
 Faculty Advisor, Women’s Resource Center 
 Faculty Advisor, Multicultural Students’ Organization 
 Faculty Advisor to the Vice President for Student Affairs 
 NACADA 
 Scholarship Committee 
 Battle of the Bands, Dorm Decorating, Talent Show, judge 
 Graduate Appeals Committee 
 Faculty Editorial Writer, student newspaper 
 
Faculty Recruitment and Development 
 Chair, Faculty Development Committee 
 Faculty Senate 
 Dean of College and Arts and Sciences Search Committee 
 Math Search Committee 
 American Literature Search Committee 
 Multiple History Search Committees 
 Research Ethics Committee 
 Institutional Review Board 
 Governance Document Committee 
 Grant Writing Program 
 Sixth Year Review Committee 
 Tenure Committee 
 Family Care Committee 
 Women’s Empowerment Network, Mentor 

 
 
Professional Service 
 

History Editor, Notre Dame Magazine 
Administrator, Historians of Tyler 
Editorial Board, White House Studies 
Book Reviewer, Choice; Journal of the History of Sexuality, Journal of Bristish 
Studies 
Manuscript Reviewer, Feminist Criminology, Gender and History,  Oxford, 
Cengage, SUNY, Norton, Pearson Presses 
National History Day, Illinois, Michigan, and Ohio 
Chicago Metro History Fair 
University of Notre Dame, Center for Social Concerns. 

 



 
Community Service 
 
 Board Member, Tyler Public Library 
 Administrator, Voices of East Texas 
 Administrator, Historians of Tyler 
 Administrator, Historians in Chicago 
 Moderator, Granulomatosis with Polyangiitis FB Group 
 Local Political Party Organization, Toledo and Grand Rapids, 
 Every Woman’s House, Wooster 
 Center for Women and Families, Louisville 
 YMCA, Wilkes-Barre 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


