
The University of Texas at Tyler 
Spring Semester 2022 
HIST 5397 – Russia Since 1700 
Professor:  Dr. Edward Tabri 
etabri@uttyler.edu 
Office:  CAS 121  
Office Hours:  T, H 9-10:30 or by appointment 
 
Course Overview and Objectives: 
 
In our readings and discussions, we will be examining the history of Russia from 1700 to the 
present, with particular emphases on politics, leadership and culture. 
 
Course Requirements and Grading Policy: 
 
Your grade will be based mainly on written reviews of the books we are reading.  Each paper is 
worth 10% of your total grade (six reviews totaling 60%), a comprehensive essay will be worth 
30% and finally 10% for attendance and participation. Papers should be roughly 4-6 pages in 
length and should address the book’s thesis and how well it proves its case.  The 
comprehensive essay will be a retrospective comparison of all seven books.   Late papers will 
not be accepted unless there is official documentation of a family or medical emergency. 
 
Final Withdrawal Date:  TBA 
 
Required Books: 
 
James Cracraft, The Revolution of Peter the Great (Harvard) 
 
Simon Dixon, The Modernisation of Russia, 1676-1825 (Cambridge) 
 
Hugh Seton-Watson, The Russian Empire, 1801-1917 (Oxford)  
 
Sean McMeekin, The Russian Revolution (Basic Books)  
 
Alan Bullock, Hitler and Stalin: Parallel Lives (Vintage, 1993 edition) 
 
John Keep, The Last of the Empires: a History of the Soviet Union (Oxford)  
 
Angela Stent, Putin’s World (Twelve Hachette Book Group)  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Calendar of Meetings and Assignments: 
 
Jan. 13  Introduction 
 
Jan. 20  Discussion of Cracraft. 
 
Jan. 27  Discussion of Dixon.  First book review due. 
 
Feb. 3  Discussion of Seton-Watson, Parts 1 and 2. 
 
Feb. 10  Discussion of Seton-Watson, Parts 3 and 4. 
 
Feb. 17  Discussion of Seton-Watson, Parts 5 and 6.  Second book review due. 
 
Feb. 24  No Meeting. 
 
Mar. 3  Discussion of McMeekin.  Third book review due. 
 
Mar. 10 No Meeting – Spring Break. 
 
Mar. 17 Discussion of Bullock, chapters 1-7. 
 
Mar. 24 Discussion of Bullock, chapters 8-14. 
 
Mar. 31 Discussion of Bullock, chapters 15-20.  Fourth book review due. 
  
April 7  No Meeting. 
 
April 14 Discussion of Keep.  Fifth book review due. 
 
April 21 Discussion of Stent.  Sixth book review due. 
 
April 28 Comprehensive Essay Due.  No meeting; email paper as pdf. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Additional University Policies 
https://www.uttyler.edu/academicaffairs/files/syllabuspolicy.pdf 

Additional Syllabus Information  

Important Covid-19 Information for Classrooms and Laboratories 
Students are required to wear face masks covering their nose and mouth, and follow social 
distancing guidelines, at all times in public settings (including classrooms and laboratories), as 
specified by Procedures for Fall 2020 Return to Normal Operations. The UT Tyler community 
of Patriots views adoption of these practices consistent with its Honor Code and a sign of 
good citizenship and respectful care of fellow classmates, faculty, and staff.  

Students who are feeling ill or experiencing symptoms such as sneezing, coughing, or a higher 
than normal temperature will be excused from class and should stay at home and may join 
the class remotely. Students who have difficulty adhering to the Covid-19 safety policies for 
health reasons are also encouraged to join the class remotely. Students needing additional 
accommodations may contact the Office of Student Accessibility and Resources at University 
Center 3150, or call (903) 566-7079 or email saroffice@uttyler.edu.  

Recording of Class Sessions 
Class sessions may be recorded by the instructor for use by students enrolled in this course. 
Recordings that contain personally identifiable information or other information subject to 
FERPA shall not be shared with individuals not enrolled in this course unless appropriate 
consent is obtained from all relevant students. Class recordings are reserved only for the use 
of students enrolled in the course and only for educational purposes. Course recordings 
should not be shared outside of the course in any form without express permission.  

Additional University Policies: https://www.uttyler.edu/online/faq/ 
http://www.uttyler.edu/academicaffairs/files/syllabuspolicy.pdf  

 
 


