HIST 1302 (60) – US SINCE THE CIVIL WAR

Summer 2019
Dr. Mary Linehan
Contact:  Because of ADA accommodations, I do not live in Texas.  But, I believe in being super responsive to my students.  If you do not receive a reply in 24 hours complain, loudly.  It is best that you use canvas messaging and not uttyler email (less competition from junk mail).  I also can be reached by phone at 708-529-3131 or 419-205-7422 (voice mail).


Basics

1.  Read the syllabus, read the comments that will be included on every returned essay, read the introductions to each module (the answers are often there), and read every message sent to the class.  You will be responsible for all this information.  
2. There will be a 50-point quiz every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, beginning on June 5th.
3. These are essay quizzes and the questions are on the syllabus.  There are usually 3 questions per chapter.
4. You need to prepare an essay responding to each question, following the guidelines below.  But, on the actual quiz you will only be asked one (randomized) question.  Cut and paste your essay to ONLY that question.
5. There are 14 quizzes and you must complete 10 of them.  Some, like chapters 16 and 17, are required
6. If you take more than 10 quizzes, your HIGHEST grades will be eliminated.
7. I am a very hands-on professor and I will be communicating with you a lot.  Read!!!


Required Text

	Boyer, et al, Enduring Vision, vol. 2.  You may use the 7th, 8th, or 9th edition.


Objectives

· Students will describe the impact of industrialization, mechanized farming, immigration and urbanization on the late nineteenth century.

· Students will describe the changing role of the US government in domestic and world affairs in the early twentieth-century.

· Students will explain the problems of unregulated economic growth and the associated issues of unequal distribution of wealth.

· Students will trace the course of World War II and its reshaping of the US role in world affairs.

· Students will describe how the Cold War and conflicts in Korea and Vietnam influenced domestic and global politics.

· Students will analyze how modern movements for human rights, evangelical religion, and nativism have transformed life in the US.



Grading Policies
· Grades are based on a point system.  There will be 14 quizzes.  You may only take 10 of them and you must take chapters 16, 17, 21, and 24.  Each quiz is worth 50 points.  Of the 500 points available, a student must earn 450 for an A, 400 for a B, and 350 for a C.

· Aside from the 4 required chapters, you may “skip” any 4 quizzes you want.  Use this power wisely.  Many people immediately skip 18, 19, and 20.  They never seem to catch up.  You don’t need to notify me that you are skipping.  Just skip.  But, do so in your own best interests.

· Be aware that, because of the July 4th holiday and the possibility of a “make-up” quiz (explained below), the last week of the semester will be pretty packed.

· Do not trust canvas for your total grade.  It is an excellent system, but it has no way of accounting for the “skips.”  To figure out your total grade, add up all the points you have earned and divide by 500.  That will give you the percentage.  Or, ask me.


Course Outline

There will be a chapter quiz each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  The questions are in the modules and the instructions are included elsewhere in this syllabus.  The quiz schedule is as follows:

June 5:  Chapter 16, The Crisis of Reconstruction – CANNOT SKIP
June 7:  Chapter 17, The Transformation of the West – CANNOT SKIP

June 10:  Chapter 18, The Rise of Industrial America (most important chapter)
June 12:  Chapter 19, Immigration, Urbanization, and Everyday Life
June 14:  Chapter 20, Politics and Expansion

June 17:  Chapter 21, The Progressive Era – CANNOT SKIP
June 19:  Chapter 22, Global Involvements and World War I
June 21:  Chapter 23, The 1920s

June 24:  Chapter 24:  The Great Depression and New Deal – CANNOT SKIP
June 24 – July 5:  Chapter 25, Americans in a World Crisis (see special instructions below)
June 26:  Chapter 26, Cold War Abroad and At Home
June 28:  Chapter 27, America at Mid-Century

July 1:  Chapter 28, Liberalism, Civil Rights, Vietnam
July 3:  Chapter 29, Conservative Revolution
July 5:  Designated Make-up Day (see special instructions below)


Special Instructions

It has only happened once since 2011, but we need to be prepared.  Should the university computer system go out on the day of a quiz, that quiz will be made up on July 5th.  We will proceed with the rest of the quizzes as scheduled.  For example, if canvas went out on June 21st, chapter 23 would be made up on July 5th.  Chapter 24th would still be on the 24th and all the other quizzes would follow on their original date.

In order, to leave July 5th free for a make-up, another quiz will have to be squished in elsewhere.  I have chosen chapter 25 for this.  As most people know that we won WWII, it is the most stand-alone chapter in the book.  As long as you remember the Allies won and that the USSR was an ally, you will have no trouble moving from chapter 24 to chapter 26.  Chapter 25 may  be taken, at your convenience, between June 24th and July 5th.


Quiz Instructions

1. The quizzes will be available from 12am to 11:59pm.
2. If you open a quiz, it will be graded.
3. You have 7 minutes to cut and paste your prepared essay to the question you are asked.
4. If you answer another essay, you will receive a zero.
5. I hesitate to tell you how long each essay should be because some people (me) write long while others are more concise.
6. However, each essay needs to be backed up with 5-7 specific examples from the text.
7. The specific examples are the critical component of your grade.
8. A specific example is a particular noun.  For example, on the chapter 16 quiz, Lincoln’s Plan, Johnson’s Plan, the 14th Amendment, the election of 1876 are all possible specific examples for the first question.  For the second question, Black churches, Fisk, sharecropping, the KKK are all possible examples.  
9. Statistics can also be specific examples (47% of those polled did not approve of Truman’s decision).
10. But, words like many, few, or some are not statistics.  Historians avoid them.
11. Chapter 16 is unique in that there are dozens of specific examples.  In other chapters, there will be fewer options.  Always, you will be graded on what examples you choose and how they respond to the question.
12. With your examples, you want to show that you read the whole chapter.
13. In the weeks where there is only one essay to prepare, you will need over a dozen specific examples.
14. Each specific example must be accompanied by a BRIEF description of who or what it is  (the 15th Amendment which granted the vote to all male citizens, Jane Addams who founded the Hull House social settlement in Chicago).
15. Each specific example must be documented in this form (edition of Boyer-page number).  So, (7-526), (8-630), or (9-488).

If you have not taken History for a while, the writing methodology for History takes time to develop.  That’s why the first two essays are required.  Be patient with yourself, but be proactive.  Read the comments on every essay, ask questions, read the intro to each module, look at the first few model essays, submit rough drafts.  I promise it gets much easier.



Rough Drafts

I encourage, and am happy to read, rough drafts.  I view this as an essential (though not required) aspect of improving your skills in History.  I am also strongly believe individualized instruction and, in a large class, this is a close as we can come.  Rough drafts are due by 10am the day before the test (so 10am Tuesday for Wednesday’s test).  I can’t predict your grade, but I can tell you if you have interpreted the question correctly, if your answer is complete, or if you overlooked something key.


Extra Credit

I sometimes throw out little 5-point bonuses to see who is paying attention.  There is one larger, 20-point extra credit assignment that is due on June 21st.

Typing this up today (5/29), I am very frustrated.  My computer crashed in April – which was traumatic – and I had to get the newest version of Word.  I do not understand why Word is so much more complicated now than when we had floppy discs and 600 page instruction manuals.  In my aggravation, I am sure I have made way more typos and mistakes on this syllabus than I will find in proofing.

Your assignment is to read the syllabus very carefully and submit (via canvas) a clear list of all the mistakes I have made.  I bet there are hundreds!!!!



Communication

[bookmark: _GoBack]One last thing about communication.  It is very important to me and I want to answer your messages.  However, you need to be careful to change the subject line to something unique or funny.  If you just reply or use something common (like chapter 16) your message will be added to a thread.  I become very confused by this and am not always able to tell there are new messages from different students.  So, be creative!!!




