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Share out
Quick intro: 

1. Tell us who you are!

2. What brings you here today?



Literature Reviews:
The Vocabulary



Vocabulary

• Literature = scholarly work on a topic (articles, book 
chapters, monographs, proceedings, government reports, 
dissertations, etc.)

• Annotated Bibliography = a properly documented list of 
works consulted with summaries and critique; often 
includes a judgment on its value to your own project

• The Conversation = long-standing metaphor for the 
network of sources/work done on the topic



Vocabulary

• Landscape = the general scope and sweep of the work 
that has already been done on your topic

• Niche = the part of your topic you claim—the part that no 
one else has quite done before



Vocabulary: Landscape



Vocabulary: Niche



Literature Reviews:
Academic Work as Conversation



Academic Research

foundational works 
in the field are 
lighthouses



litmaps.com

Topic: Growth Mindset





Literature Reviews:
The Why



Why: Functions

Frame (or re-frame) the topic relative to your own work

Create/Communicate the context and background of the 
topic

Avoid duplicative work



Why: Effects

Helps you understand the background/story/state of the field

Reveals gaps/weaknesses in the research that’s been done

Communicates that you did your homework



Session #2: Getting a Sense of the Landscape –  Creating a Framework

Activity-focused: Constructing the focus and identifying strands

February 16, 2026

Session #3: Finding Your Niche, Part 1 – Voices of Authority

Activity-focused: Identifying the lighthouses 

March 9, 2026

Session #4: Finding Your Niche, Part 2 – What is the Significance?

Activity-focused: Exploring how your voices affirm, refute, or extend

March 31, 2026

Where we are headed in this series



Literature Reviews:
The What: Examples (Different flavors)



Flavors: Shorter Works



Flavors: Shorter Works



De Monstro: An Anatomy of Grendel (diss.), Marcus Hensel (2012)

Literature Review in Chapter 1

Pre-War Apologists and Myth Critics (pp. 6-7,  2 sources)
Poetic Form and Narrative Structure (pp. 7-9, 5 sources)
Moralistic and Robertsonian (pp. 9-11, 5 sources)
Germanic Concerns (p. 11, 2 sources)
Monsters qua Monsters (pp. 11-13, 5 sources)
Socio-Historical and Cultural (pp. 13-18, 9 sources)

Flavors: Longer Works



Flavors: Standalone Literature Reviews



Literature Reviews:
The What: Examples (Components)



Literature Reviews: Introductions



De Monstro: An Anatomy of Grendel (diss.), Marcus Hensel (2012)

Literature Reviews: Introductions



De Monstro: An Anatomy of Grendel (diss.), Marcus Hensel (2012)

Literature Reviews: Connecting/Synthesizing Sources



De Monstro: An Anatomy of Grendel (diss.), Marcus Hensel (2012)

Literature Reviews: Connecting/Synthesizing Sources



De Monstro: An Anatomy of Grendel (diss.), Marcus Hensel (2012)

Literature Reviews: Connecting/Synthesizing Sources



De Monstro: An Anatomy of Grendel (diss.), Marcus Hensel (2012)

Literature Reviews: Connecting/Synthesizing Sources



Literature Reviews: Components



Literature Reviews: Components



Literature Reviews: Conclusions

De Monstro: An Anatomy of Grendel (diss.), Marcus Hensel (2012)



De Monstro: An Anatomy of Grendel (diss.), Marcus Hensel (2012)

Literature Review in Chapter 1

Pre-War Apologists and Myth Critics (pp. 6-7,  2 sources)
1886, 1904

Poetic Form and Narrative Structure (pp. 7-9, 5 sources)
1936, 1975, 1981, 1992, 1993

Moralistic and Robertsonian (pp. 9-11, 5 sources)
1970, 1971, 1973, 1979, 1981

Germanic Concerns (p. 11, 2 sources)
1956, 1984

Monsters qua Monsters (pp. 11-13, 5 sources)
1966, 1967, 1968, 1974, 1984

Socio-Historical and Cultural (pp. 13-18, 9 sources)
1974, 1977, 1986, 1988, 1993, 1993, 1996, 2001, 2001

Literature Reviews: Organization



2009
2010

1999
2013
2017
2017
2018
2023

1965
1967

Literature Reviews: Organization

1993

1990

1997
1999
2000
2006
2008
2012
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