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The Map is Not the Territory



The Research Writing Process:
Preparing

Topic Question Research Answer



Topic

We will do a deeper dive on this later in the 
year.



Topic

What are you studying?



Topics

LEARNING LOSS MONSTERS IN 
MEDIEVAL LITERATURE 

TAU PROTEINS



Topics
Reduced classroom expectations and their 
contribution to recent learning loss in P-12 
students in the US.

Monsters’ function as cultural symbols in 
Old English literature from the ninth 
century CE.

The abnormal accumulation of Tau 
proteins in neurons and their relation to 
CTE.
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Research Questions

We will do a deeper dive on this later in the 
year.



Research Questions

Give your research purpose

Help direct your research



Research Questions
The abnormal accumulation of Tau 

proteins in neurons and their relation to 
CTE.



Research Questions
The abnormal accumulation of Tau 

proteins in neurons and their relation to 
CTE.

How does the abnormal accumulation of 
Tau proteins in neurons contribute to CTE?



Kinds of Research Questions

Who?

 What? 

  When?

   Where?

    How?

     Why?



Kinds of Research Questions

Questions of Fact

Questions of Definition

Questions of Interpretation

Questions of Value

Questions of Consequence

Questions of Policy



Research Questions

Prof. Lance Williams: “What are the thermal tolerance 
limits of the freshwater mussel Fusconaia askewi (Texas 
pigtoe) under controlled laboratory conditions?” (“Thermal 
Tolerance and Mortality of the Texas pigtoe…” 
Hydrobiology 4.1, 2025)



Research Questions

Prof. Jennifer Klein: “How does the sex offender registry 
system negatively impact the social capital of individuals 
and communities?” (“Registration, Residency Restrictions, 
and Community Notification…” J. of Human Behavior in the 
Social Env. 25.5, 2015)



Pulling it All Together

Topic + Research Question Core 
Statement



Topics + Research Questions

Name your topic: I want to study _____________

Add an indirect question: because I want to find out 
_____________

Add significance: in order to __________________.



Topics + Research Questions

I want to study temperature and the freshwater mussel 

Fusconaia askewi (Texas pigtoe) because I want to find out 

what are its thermal tolerance limits in order to help develop 

effective conservation strategies in freshwater ecosystems.
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Research

Office of Research, Scholarship, and 

Sponsored Programs
Research Design & Data Analysis Lab



Research

Office of Research, Scholarship, and 

Sponsored Programs
Research Design & Data Analysis Lab

• guidance on developing research designs and methods 

• online repository of resources

• one-on-one consulting, workshops, and online tutorials



Research

Office of Research, Scholarship, and 

Sponsored Programs
Jennifer Watters, EdD: qualitative consultant

Brandon Bretl, PhD: quantitative consultant

Sagnit Dakshit, PhD: AI/ML/data science consultant



Research

Robert R. Muntz Library
Subject Library Liaison



Research

Robert R. Muntz Library
Subject Library Liaison

• 5 subject librarians, 1 archives/special collections librarian, 1 

scholarly communications librarian
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Answer

There are three things to remember 

about answers:



Answer

There are three things to remember 

about answers:

1) They are always tentative



Answer

There are three things to remember 

about answers:

2) They flow from your research 

question and the research itself



Answer

There are three things to remember 

about answers:

3) They control/organize everything 

that happens afterward



Answer

Research Question: What is the thermal 

tolerance limit of the freshwater mussel 

Fusconaia askewi (Texas pigtoe)?

Answer: The Texas pigtoe mussel had a 

43% mortality rate at 35° C.
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Writing

Plan Draft Revise



Planning

“Along the way accidents happen, detours get taken…. If you 

have confidence that you have a clear direction to take, you 

always have confidence to explore other ways; if they prove 

to be mere digressions, you’ll recognize that and make the 

necessary revisions.” 

John Gardner, The Paris Review



Planning



Planning



Planning



Planning: Structure

IMRaD (Introduction-Methodology-

Results-Discussion) 

engineering, hard sciences, medicine, 

pharmacy, some of the social sciences



Planning: Structure

Introduction  Literature Review  

(Conceptual Framework) (Methodology) 

Findings  Analysis/Argument  

Discussion/Significance  Conclusion

business, education, humanities, some of the 
social sciences



Planning: Structure

Introduction  

Background/Givens/Operational Definitions  

Main Results  (Examples/Applications)  

Discussion  (Conclusion)

math



Planning



Planning



Planning



Planning



The Research Writing Process:
Writing

Plan Draft Revise



Drafting

JUST START IT.



Drafting



Drafting
Freewrite on 12 July 2011

What is my point in this chapter? wHat do I want to say? OK, so a monster is made up of  morph and behavioral 

transss and I want to look at the morph ones here  fine  they consist most basically of glowing eyes, claws, and huge 

size  we also know that teh Gkin were humanoid and that G had hair at least on his head wec an infer sharp canine 

type teeth because of the way he eats the Danes and Geats, but it’s never specifically stated.

So part of the chapter is going to be devoted to looking at the text and understanding the morph differences with 

respect to the normal humans of the poem fine but what about the theoretical structure? What makes the morph 

diffs/abnormalities threatening? Hethere is where I am stuck I think I need to look at some disability theory and some 

2nd wave feminist theory to establish that non-normal bodies play a significant role in the soc status and in 

exclusionary principles but that’s just a basis/background work—looking into the social function of the abnormal body.

The threatening part is different, I suppose…………whatamisaying……whatamisaying..…………………….unless I 

wanted to talk about the abnormal body and the fear of the novel but I suppose I need to look at the Ency. of Disability 

entry on “monster,” but I think the bulk of the theoretical framework is going to come from Carroll and Douglas—which 

means I’ll need to read up on disgust and impurity  possibly also look at Kristeva’s abject to see of it relates  is 

Douglas passé now? How do you spel passe? Os there an accent mark> dunno. Focus. Can I use Douglas without 

worrying about looks from the edgy crowd (do I care)? It is that I care, but it’s also that I’ll be looking to post-

structuralists like Barthes, Spivak, Said—so if Douglas conflicts with that, I could have a prob later on



Drafting



The Research Writing Process:
Writing

Plan Draft Revise



Revising

Revision  Re/Vision



Revising

PLEASE USE:

track changes, 
version history, 

“refrigerator” copies



Revising

Collaborate with:

Trusted colleagues

Conference circuit



Revising

Editing
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The Research Writing Process:
Revising

Submit Revise Accepted Proof Edit



Submitting

Three points to consider:

1) Journal fit

2) Impact factor/CiteScore

3) Scammers



Submitting

1) Journal fit



Submitting

2) Impact Factor

CiteScore



Submitting

2) Impact Factor

CiteScore



Submitting

3) Scammers

Retraction Watch’s Hijacked Journal 
Checker



Submitting

3) Scammers

Predatory Journals’s Predatory Publishers 
and Journals Lists



Submitting

3) Scammers

Think.Check.Submit.



Submitting



Submitting



The Research Writing Process:
Revising

Submit Revise Accepted Proof Edit



Revising
(Again)



The Research Writing Process:
Revising

Submit Revise Accepted Proof Edit



The Research Writing Process:
Revising

Submit Revise Accepted Proof Edit



The Research Writing Process
To

p
ic

Q
u

es
ti

o
n

R
es

ea
rc

h

A
n

sw
er

P
la

n

D
ra

ft

R
ev

is
e

Su
b

m
it

R
ev

is
e

A
cc

ep
ta

n
ce

P
ro

o
f 

Ed
it

P
u

b
lis

h


	Slide 1: Research and Academic Writing
	Slide 2: ORSSP Research Design and Data Analysis Lab Academic Writing Consultant
	Slide 3: Research and Academic Writing
	Slide 4: The Writing Process
	Slide 5: The Research Writing  Process
	Slide 6: The Research Writing  Process
	Slide 7: The Research Writing Process: Preparing
	Slide 8: The Research Writing  Process
	Slide 9: The Research Writing Process: Writing
	Slide 10: The Research Writing  Process
	Slide 11: The Research Writing Process: Revising
	Slide 12: The Research Writing Process
	Slide 13: The Map is Not the Territory
	Slide 14: The Research Writing Process: Preparing
	Slide 15: Topic
	Slide 16: Topic
	Slide 17: Topics
	Slide 18: Topics
	Slide 19: The Research Writing Process: Preparing
	Slide 20: Research Questions
	Slide 21: Research Questions
	Slide 22: Research Questions
	Slide 23: Research Questions
	Slide 24: Kinds of Research Questions
	Slide 25: Kinds of Research Questions
	Slide 26: Research Questions
	Slide 27: Research Questions
	Slide 28: Pulling it All Together
	Slide 29: Topics + Research Questions
	Slide 30: Topics + Research Questions
	Slide 31: The Research Writing Process: Preparing
	Slide 32: Research
	Slide 33: Research
	Slide 34: Research
	Slide 35: Research
	Slide 36: Research
	Slide 37: The Research Writing Process: Preparing
	Slide 38: Answer
	Slide 39: Answer
	Slide 40: Answer
	Slide 41: Answer
	Slide 42: Answer
	Slide 43: The Research Writing Process: Preparing
	Slide 44: The Research Writing Process: Writing
	Slide 45: The Research Writing Process: Writing
	Slide 46: Planning
	Slide 47: Planning
	Slide 48: Planning
	Slide 49: Planning
	Slide 50: Planning: Structure
	Slide 51: Planning: Structure
	Slide 52: Planning: Structure
	Slide 53: Planning
	Slide 54: Planning
	Slide 55: Planning
	Slide 56: Planning
	Slide 57: The Research Writing Process: Writing
	Slide 58: Drafting
	Slide 59: Drafting
	Slide 60: Drafting
	Slide 61: Drafting
	Slide 62: The Research Writing Process: Writing
	Slide 63: Revising
	Slide 64: Revising
	Slide 65: Revising
	Slide 66: Revising
	Slide 67: The Research Writing Process: Writing
	Slide 68: The Research Writing Process: Revising
	Slide 69: The Research Writing Process: Revising
	Slide 70: Submitting
	Slide 71: Submitting
	Slide 72: Submitting
	Slide 73: Submitting
	Slide 74: Submitting
	Slide 75: Submitting
	Slide 76: Submitting
	Slide 77: Submitting
	Slide 78: Submitting
	Slide 79: The Research Writing Process: Revising
	Slide 80: Revising (Again)
	Slide 81: The Research Writing Process: Revising
	Slide 82: The Research Writing Process: Revising
	Slide 83: The Research Writing Process

